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FOREWORD 


Reporting  Land  Use  Legislation.  Bulletin  57  is  the  fourth  annual 
summary  of  State  andFederal  Rural  Land  Use  Legislation  in  the  series  begun  in 
the  Land  Use  Planning  Section  of  the  Resettlement  Administration.  Like  its 
predecessor  Bulletins  29,  40  and  51,  it  is  designed  especially  for  the  use  of 
Department  of  Agriculture  employees  who  in  one  way  or  another  are  dealing  with 
problems  of  rural  land  use.  The  compilers,  of  course,  have  a  considerable 
residue  of  material  which  does  not  find  its  way  into  the  Bulletins.  Thus 
information  of  greater  detail  may  often  be  supplied  to  those  readers  who  are 
interested  in  particular  items  or  subjects. 

Classification  of  State  Legislation.  In  preparing  the  1940  summary, 
numerous  changes  have  been  made  in  the  arrangement  of  materials,  particularly 
as  to  State  legislation.  The  laws  in  this  section  have  been  arranged  under 
fifteen  major  headings,  each  of  which  contains  a  more  or  less  flexible  number 
of  sub-headings  depending  upon  the  material  available.  It  will  be  readily 
recognized  that  many  bills  might  logically  fit  into  more  than  one  of  these 
major  headings.  In  such  cases,  the  law  is  digested  under  the  heading  which 
seems  most  clearly  to  emphasize  its  main  significance,  but  its  pertinence  to 
other  subject-headings  is  also  indicated  by  a  system  of  cross-referencing. 
Thus,  for  example,  the  Kentucky  law  which  creates  a  Division  of  Markets  in  the 
State  Department  of  Agriculture  is  digested  under  "Marketing,"  although  it  is 
also  referred  to  under  "Governmental  Structure". 

Another  new  feature  is  the  digesting  of  selected  bills  which  failed  to 
pass.     These  are  limited  to  a  few  proposals  of  especial  interest. 

Special  Sessions  in  I^O.  A  number  of  State  legislatures  held  special 
sessions  this  year  to  provide  additional  emergency  appropriations  for  public 
assistance,  to  amend  workmen's  compensation  acts  to  conform  to  changes  in  the 
Federal  law,  and  for  other  purposes.  Of  these,  California  is  the  only  State 
which  enacted  laws  pertaining  specifically  to  land  use  and  is  thus  the  only 
one  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the  text  of  the  Bulletin. 


Looking  forward  tothe  meeting  of  43  State  legislatures  in  1941,  readers 
who  have  suggestions  for  making  the  Bulletin  more  usable  are  invited  to  send 
them  in. 


FEDERAL  LEGISLATION 


AGRICULTURE 

Delegat  ion  of  Rule-Making  Authority.  Authorizes  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture to  delegate  to  one  or  more  of  his  subordinates  any  regulatory  or  rule- 
making authority  which  has  been  vested  in  him  by  law.  This  Act  is  intended  to 
obviate  a  Supreme  Court  decision  which  had  the  effect  of  requiring  the  Secretary 
personally  to  exercise  his  rule -making  functions.  (Pub.  446,  S,  1955,  approved 
April  4.) 

Exportation  of  Tobacco  Seed.  Prohibits  the  foreign  exportation  of 
tobacco  seed  and  live  tobacco  plants,  except  for  experimental  purposes  pursuant 
to  permission  from  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  '~°ub.  543,  S.  3530,  law  with- 
out approval. ) 

Sugar  Acjt  Amendment.  Amends  the  child  labor  section  of  the  "Sugar  Act 
of  1937"  by  permitting  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  to  make  payments  for  the 
1 93 7  39  crop  years  notwithstanding  the  grower's  non-compliance,  so  long  as  the 
grower  is  assessed  a penalt y  of  $10  per  day  for  each  child  employed  contrary  to 
the  Act's  prohibitions.      (Pub.   660,  S.   3237,   approved  June  25.) 

AGRICULTURAL  ADJUSTMENT 

Importation  Quotas.  By  amendment  to  Section  22  of  the  Agricultural 
Adjustment  Act,  the  President  is  given  additional  power  to  restrict  importations 
which  would  adversely  affect  a  farm  program.  To  his  existing  authority  to  fix 
import  quotas,  he  is  additionally  empowered  to  impose  an  importation  fee  and 
is  given  full  discretion  to  set  dates  on  which  the  orders  become  effective. 
(Pub.   406,  H.R.    7171,   approved  January  25.) 

Transfer  of  Funds.  Title  V  of  this  "Emergency  Supplemental  Appropriation 
Act"  allows  not  to  exceed  $11,000,000  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  "Parity 
Payments"  to  be  used  for  payments  under  the  "Price  Adjustment  Act  of  1938." 
(Pub.   415,  H.R.    7805,   approved  February  12.) 

Tobacco  Amendments.  Makes  certain  amendments  in  the  tobacco  provisions 
of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Act  of  1938,  including  the  following:  (a)  to 
bacco  whose  normal  export  has  been  prevented  by  the  War  during  1939-40  is  not 
to  be  counted  as  part  of  the  "carryover "  (b)  allows  the  Secretary  to  increase 
the  proclaimed  national  marketing  quota  by  as  much  as  20  percent*  (c)  elabo- 
rates the  referendum  section  by  making  possible  a  farmer  vote  on  3 -year  market 
ing  quota  periods*  (d)  certain  other  changes  including  those  relating  to 
enforcement  of  the  Act  and  punishment  of  violators.  (Pub.  628,  H.R.  9700, 
approved  June  13.) 
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Land  lord -Tenant  Status.  Amends  Section  8(f)  of  the  Soil  Conservation 
and  Domestic  Allotment  Act,  by  providing  that  findings  of  local  committees 
regarding  the  justifiability  of  changes  in  landlord -tenant  status  benefiting 
the  landlord  must,  tobe  effective',  receive  the  approval  of  the  State  Committee. 
(Pub  Res.   73,  H.J.R.    258,   approved  May  14.) 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Annual  Departmental  Appropriation.  General  appropriation  for  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  for  the  fiscal  year  1940-41  includes,  amongst  other 
items,  the  foil  owing1 :  special  Departmental  fund  for  "research  into  the  basic 
laws  and  principles  of  agriculture,"  etc-,  $1,400,000;  Forest  Service, 
$17,925,000,  of  which  $1,000,000  maybe  used  for  acquisition  and  $71,000  for 
land  purchases  to  facilitate  soil  erosion  control  in  certain  western  forests; 
forest  roads  and  trails  $9,  000,000,  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics,  $864,000 
plus  such  transfers  from  other  appropriations  as  may  be  made  by  the  Secretary; 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  $21,000,000,  including  $75,000  for  the  Lake 
Okeechobee  Project  on  a  matching  basis,  farm  tenant  purchases,  $2,500,000 
plus  unexpended  balances  for  administrative  expenses,  and  a  loan  of  $50,000,  000 
from  the  Reconst  ruction  Finance  Corporation,  resettlement  projects,  $1,  500,000, 
land  utilization  and  submargmal  land  retirement  $2,1  00,  000  plus  unexpended 
balances;  water  facilities,  $5  00,000,  not  more  than  $50,000  of  which  may  be 
spent  on  any  one  project;  cooperative  farm  forestry,  $400,000.  (Pub.  65  8, 
H.R.    8202,   approved  June  25.) 

Flood  Control.  War  Department  Civil  Appropriations  Act  which  includes, 
amongst  other  items,  an  allocation  of  $2,000,000  to  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture for  preliminary  flood  control  examinations  and  surveys.  (Pub.  653, 
H.R.    8668,   approved  June  24.) 

BANKRUPTCY 

Composition  of  Farm  Debts.  The  time  within  which  farmers  may  file 
petitions  in  bankruptcy  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  composition  of  their 
debts  or  an  extension  of  time  within  which  to  pay  them,  is  continued  to  March 
4,    1944.      (Pub.    423,   S.    1935  ,   approved  March  4 . ) 

Municipal  Bankruptcy  Act  Extended.     Extends  the  operation  of  the  Munic- 
ipal Bankruptcy  Act    (Act  No.    302  of   1937)   for  two  more  years,   until  June  30, 
1942;     and  amends  it  by  specifically  including  counties  and  parishes  amongst 
the  political  subdivisions  entitled  to  its  benefits.     A  further  amendment 
safeguards  against  "promotion"  of  municipal  bankruptcy  cases  by  attorneys  and 
others  for  their  personal  profit.      (Pub.    669,  H.R.   9131,   approved  June  28.) 

FARM  CREDIT 

Commissioner  Loans  Extended.  The  time  within  which  the  Land  Bank 
Commissioner  may  make  mortgage  loans  to  farmers  is  extended  from  its  previous 
expiration  date,  February  ),  1940,  to  June  1,  1942.  (Pub.  410,  H.R.  7342, 
approved  February  1;     U.  S.C.  Title   12,   Sec.  1016.) 

Reduced  Interest  Rates.  Extends  for  two  additional  years  the  3%  per 
cent  rate  of  interest  on  Federal  Land  Bank  and  Land  Bank  Commissioner  loans. 
(Pub.    672,  H.R.    8450,   approved  June  29.) 
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FORESTRY 

Si  US  law  Forest.  Adds  some  76,  000  acres  to  the  Siuslaw  National  Forest 
in  Oregon.      (Pub.   402,  H.R.    884,   approved  January  17.) 

Protection  of  Municipal  Water  Supplies.  Authorizes  the  President, 
after  approval  by  the  Secretaries  of  Agriculture  and  Interior,  to  withdraw 
and  set  aside  tracts  of  national  forest  land  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
municipal  water  supplies.  This  may  be  done  only  upon  application  of  the 
municipality  and  with  consent  of  the  counties  in  which  the  land  is  located. 
Lands  so  withdrawn  are  to  remain  under  the  administration  of  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  subject  to  such  agreements  for  the  protection  of  the  watershed 
as  may  be  entered  into  with  the  municipality.  Insofar  as  the  resources  of  the 
lands  concerned  are  withheld  from  utilization,  the  municipality  is  required 
to  reimburse  the  United  States  Government  for  revenues  thereby  lost-  (Pub. 
532,   S.   229,   approved  May  28.; 

Exception  of  Small  Contracts.  The  Forest  Service  is  exempted  from  the 
general  requirement  of  law  governing  deposit  of  contracts  in  the  General 
Accounting  Office,  in  connection  with  permits,  contracts,  agreements  of  other 
instruments  entered  into  by  it,  in  cases  where  the  amount  involved  does  not 
exceed  $300  annually.      (Pub.    631,  H.R.   7643,   approved  June  IS.) 

HYDRO-ELECTRIC  POWER 

Boulder  Dam  Service  Rates.  Provides  for  the  fixing  and  promulgation 
prices  charged  for  energy  generated  at  Boulder  Dam,  as  well  as  for  the  opera 
tion  of  the  Boulder  Power  Plant  directly  by  the  Federal  Government  should  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  so  decide.  The  scale  of  charges  is  to  be  so  fixed 
as  to  accomplish  the  following  purposes:  (a)  meet  the  cost  of  operation, 
maintenance,  and  replacements,  (b)  repay  treasury  advances,  with  interest, 
to  the  Colorado  River  Dam  Fundj  (c)  pay  $300,000  annually  to  each  of  the 
States  of  Arizona  and  Nevada,  although  these  payments  will  be  reduced  pro- 
portionately to  any  taxes  (of  an  authorized  non-discriminatory  nature)  levied 
by  these  States  on  the  project  or  its  product,  or  transmission  linesj  (d) 
provide  $500,000  annually  for  the  "Colorado  River  Development  Fund."  The 
latter  fund  is  to  be  used,  on  the  basis  of  an  equitable  distribution  amongst 
affected  States,  for  studies  and  investigations  necessary  to  formulating  a 
comprehensive  plan  to  utilize  the  Colorado  River  system  for  irrigation,  power 
development  and  other  purposes,  and  for  the  construction  of  projects  for  such 
utilization.  For  the  period  1940-55,  the  use  of  this  money  is  limited  to  the 
four  States  of  the  "upper  division"  (that  is,  the  States  in  the  upper  regions 
of  the  watershed) ;  but  for  the  period  1956-87,  it  is  to  be  available  in  all 
seven  States.  The  effective  period  of  this  Act,  which  is  cited  as  the  "Boulder 
Canyon  Project  Adjustment  Act,"  terminates  in  1987.  (Pub.  756,  H.R.  9877, 
approved  July  19.) 

INDIAN  LANDS 

Grand  Coulee  Reservoir  Area.  Takes  over  for  use  of  the  Grand  Coulee 
Dam  Project,  such  necessary  Indian  lands  within  Spokane  and  Colville  Reserva- 
tions as  are  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the   Interior.     No  land  above  the 
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elevation  of  1,310  feet  may  be  so  taken  over,  except  for  roads,  transmission 
line  rights-of-way,  etc. ;  and  the  Indians  are  to  receive  such  compensation  as 
is  determined  by  the  Secretary  to  be  justly  due  them.  In  iieu  of  all  present 
hunting,  fishing  and  boating  rights  belonging  to  the  Indians,  approximately 
one  quarter  of  the  entire  reservoir  area  is  set  aside  for  their  use.  (Pub. 
690,  H.R.   9445,  approved  June  29.) 

INTERSTATE  COMPACTS 

Ohio  River  Compact.  Grants  Congressional  approval  to  the  "Ohio  River 
Valley  Water  Sanitation  Compact"  negotiated  between  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ken- 
tucky, New  York,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Tennessee  and  West  Virginia,  for  the 
control  of  pollution  in  the  Ohio  River  Basin.  (Pub.  739,  S.  3617,  approved 
July  11.) 

PARKS 

Park  Buildings.  The  limitation  on  the  cost  of  construction  for  build- 
ings in  National  Parks  is  increased  from  $1,500  to  $3,000.  (Pub.  417,  S.  2624, 
approved  February  13.) 

King's  Canyon  National  Park.  Creates  King's  Canyon  National  Park  out 
of  lands  formerly  comprising  the  General  Grant  National  Park  together  with  a 
new  tract  of  land  recently  withdrawn  from  settlement  and  dedicated  to  public 
use.      (Pub.   424,  H.R.   37  94,   approved  March  4.) 

Cumberland  Gap  Park.  Provides  for  the  establishment  of  "Cumberland 
Gap  National  Historical  Park, "  at  the  point  where  the  States  of  Tennessee, 
Kentucky  and  Virginia  join',  with  a  maximum  area  of  5  0,  000  acres.  (Pub.  5  86, 
H.R.   9394,   approved  June  11.) 

RECLAMATION 

Arrowrock  Dam  Project.  Grants  an  indulgence  to  irrigation  districts 
and  others  who  have  assumed  obligations  in  connection  with  the  repair  and 
improvement  of  the  Arrowrock  Dam  (reclamation  project),  by  permitting  the  pay- 
ments to  be  made  in  twenty  annual  installments  instead  of  the  previously  re- 
quired period  of  one  year.      (Pub.   475,  H.R.    8498,   approved  April  27.) 

Inter-Bureau  Cooperation.  Extends  for  another  year  the  time  limit  for 
cooperation  between  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  and  the  Farm  Security  Administra- 
tion, in  developing  farm  units  on  Federal  lands  under  Federal  Reclamation 
Projects.  (See  Pub.  307,  enacted  in  1939.)  (Pub.  636,  S.  3683,  approved 
June  17.) 
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STATE  LEGISLATION 
CONSERVATION 

Soil  Conservation  Districts 

California  -  Law  Re-enacted.  In  order  to  avoid  possible  invalidation 
on  procedural  grounds,  the  California  Soil  Conservation  District  Enabling  Act 
passed  by  the  1938  Special  Session  under  an  irregularly  amended  call  has  been 
re-enacted  in  substantially  the  same  form.  As  presently  constituted,  the 
State  Soil  Conservation  Commission  consists  of  the  State  Engineer,  the  Dean 
of  the  College  of  Agriculture  and  a  civil  engineer  or  soils  specialist,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  with  Senatorial  confirmation. 

Owners  of  25  percent  of  the  land,  rather  than  operators,  must  sign  the 
organizing  petition.  Likewise,  only  owners  may  vote  on  the  adoption  of  land 
use  regulations.  To  become  effective,  regulations  must  receive  the  approval 
of  two-thirds  of  those  voting.  (Ch.  21,  A. E.  60,  approved  February  28.  Re- 
enacting  Ch.  7,  Stat.,  Ex.  Sess.  1938  as  amended  by  Ch.  3)2,  Stat.,  Reg.  Sess. 
1939.) 

Kentucky  -  New  Act.  This  follows  the  "Standard  Act"  very  closely  ex- 
cept that  owners  instead  of  "operators"  of  farms  must  sign  the  organization 
petition,  and  90  percent  of  the  votes  cast  in  a  referendum  must  favor  adoption 
of  land  use  regulations  in  order  to  make  them  effective.  Landowners  partici- 
pating in  the  referendum  must  own  at  least  80  percent  of  the  land  within  the 
district.      (Ch.    8,  K.R.    80,   approved  March  13.) 

New  York  -  New  Act.  A  Soil  Conservation  Committee  is  established  in 
the  State  College  of  Agriculture,  to  consist  of  the  State  Director  of  Extension 
or  his  designate,  the  Dean  of  the  College  or  his  designate,  and  three  practi- 
cal farmers  appointed  by  the  Governor.  Of  the  latter,  one  each  is  to  be 
selected  from  nominees  submitted  respectively  by  the  State  Grange  and  the 
State  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  and  the  other  is  to  be  appointed  at  large.  The 
State  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  and  Markets  and  the  State  Conservation  Com- 
missioner are  directed  to  lend  their  assistance  in  connection  with  their 
respective  fields. 

Any  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  when  it  has  determined  that  soil  con- 
servation is  locally  a  problem  of  public  concern  and  that  a  substantial  pro- 
portion of  rural  land  occupiers  are  favorable,  may  adopt  a  resolution  declar- 
ing the  county  to  be  a  soil  conservation  district.  The  determinations  may  be 
made  through  hearings,  petitions,  referenda  or  any  other  means  which  the 
county  board  deems  appropriate.  When  a  district  has  thus  been  set  up,  the 
county  board  must  appoint  five  directors,  two  from  its  own  membership,  one  a 
farmer  at  large,  and  two  from  lists  submitted  respectively  by  the  county 
Grange  and  the  county  Farm  Bureau. 
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Districts  have  the  usual  powers  assigned  to  similar  organizations  in 
other  States  as  prescribed  in  the  "Standard  Act,"  with  the  exception  that  no 
provision  is  made  for  land  use  regulations.  (Ch.  727,  A.  2397,  approved 
April  23.) 

New  York  -  County  Appropriations.  County  Boards  of  Supervisors  are 
authorized  to  appropriate  money  for  the  general  improvement  of  agriculture  and 
for  expenses  of  creating  and  maintaining  soil  conservation  districts.  Conser- 
vation District  Boards  must  file  with  the  Eoard  of  Supervisors  an  annual 
report  of  their  work.      (Ch.   729,   S.    2077,   approved  April  23.) 

Flood  Control 

California  -  Orange  County  Flood  Control  District.  The  Orange  County 
Flood  Control  District  is  now  authorized  to  accept  funds  as  reimbursement  for 
money  already  spent,  to  be  applied  toward  the  purchase  and  retirement  of  its 
outstanding  bonds  or  the  payment  of  principal  and  interest  due.  Other  income, 
except  that  derived  from  taxation,  may  also  be  used  for  the  same  purpose. 
(Ch.  17,  A.E.  45,  approved  February  25;   amends  Act  5682,  Deerings  General  Laws.) 

California  -  Santa  Fe  Retarding  Basin  Project.  The  President  and 
Congress  are  memorialized  to  provide  for  the  expediting  of  work  on  the  Santa 
Fe  Basin  Project,  in  order  to  avoid  further  danger  of  loss  of  property  and 
human  life  as  well  as  to  utilize  the  abundant  idle  labor  in  Los  Angeles  County. 
(Res.  Ch.   33,  A. J.R.   20,   Special  Session,   filed  February  25.) 

Cal if orn ia  -  The  Klamath  Reclamation  District.     (See  Land  Development.  ) 

California  -  Central  Valley  Project.     (See  Land  Development.) 

Louisiana  -  Flood  Control  and  Waterway  Improvements.  Authorizes  the 
State  Board  of  Engineers  to  plan  and  otherwise  promote  and  foster  inland  water- 
ways and  navigation,  drainage,  irrigation,  conservation  and  flood  control 
projects.      (Act  2  1-0,  H.B.   432,   approved  July  J 3.) 

Louisiana  -  Fact  Finding  Committee.     Establishes  a  Fact  Finding  Com- 
mittee to  investigate  present  legislation  governing  the  Tensas  Basin  levee 
district,   so  as  to  determine  its  need  for  future  revenues;   and  to  make  recom- 
mendations with  reference  to  its  present  taxing  powers.      (Act  340,   S.C.R.    J  6, 
approved  July  19.) 

Louisiana  -  Wallace  Dam  and  Reservoir.     (See Governmental  Cooperation  .) 

Louisiana  -  Flood  Control  and  Water  Conservation  Commission  Abolished. 

(See  Governmental  Structure.) 

Mississippi  -  Flood  Control  Canals  and  Ditches.     Authorizes  the  Land 
Commissioner  with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,   to  grant  easements  on  State- 
owned  lands  to  drainage  districts,   flood  control  districts  or  other  govern- 
mental agencies,  for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  flood  control  canals 
and  ditches.      (S.B.  293.) 

New  York  -  Cess i on  of  Land  for  Projects.     fSee  Governmental  Cooperation.) 
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New  York -State  Flood  Control  Commission.    (See Governmental  Structure.) 

South  Carolina  -  Commerce  Development  Board.  (See  Services  to  Agri- 
culture. ) 

Stream  Pollution 

Kentucky  -  Injuring  Aquatic  Life.  Forbids  the  placing  in  public  waters 
of  any  substance  which  will  be  inj urious  to  aquatic  life.  Violations  are  pun- 
ishable by  fine  or  imprisonment.      (Ch.    87,  H.B.   315,   approved  March  22.) 

Louisiana  -  Stream  Control  Commission.  Creates  a  Stream  Control  Com- 
mission composed  of  the  Conservation  Commissioner,  the  Attorney  General,  and 
the  President  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  control 
the  disposal  of  waste  in  the  waters  of  the  State  so  as  to  prevent  pollution 
deleterious  to  aquatic  life,  fowls  and  public  health.  The  Department  of  Con- 
servation is  designated  as  the  administrative  agency  charged  with  the  direct 
enforcement  of  the  Act  and  of  the  orders  and  regulations  adopted  pursuant  to 
it  by  the  Commission.  The  Commission  is  directed  to  establish  pollution 
standards}  to  make  investigations  concerning  pollution  problems ;  to  enlist 
the  assistance  of  State  institutions  and  agencies,  to  make  rules  and  regula- 
tions necessary  to  control  or  prevent  pollution}  to  issue  temporary  restrain- 
ing orders  in  cases  of  emergencies  likely  to  cause  irreparable  damage}  to  hold 
hearings  for  the  benefit  of  aggrieved  persons}  and  to  cause  violations  of  the 
Act  or  the  orders  and  regulations  issued  pursuant  to  it  to  be  prosecuted  by 
the  Attorney  General.  Violations  of  the  Act  or  any  written  Commission  order 
constitute  a  misdemeanor  entailing  a  fine  of  $25  to  $1,000,  or  imprisonment 
not  to  exceed  one  year,  or  both.  Each  day  on  which  a  violation  occurs  or 
continues  is  declared  to  be  a  separate  offense.  The  Act  applies  to  individ- 
uals, municipalities,  industries,  public  or  private  corporations,  and  all 
other  legal  entities.  The  provisions  of  the  Act  are  supplementary  to  all 
existing  powers  of  the  Board  of  Health.  (Act  No.  367,  H.B.  994-,  law  without 
approval. ) 

Virginia  -  Stream  Pollution  in  Bath  and  Highland  Counties.  Polluting, 
substantially  discoloring  or  rendering  streams  unsuitable  for  human  or  animal 
consumption  or  unsuitable  for  propagating  fish  is  declared  to  be  unlawful. 
"Substantial  discoloration"  is  defined  as  discoloration  which  extends  for  a 
distance  of  a  mile  downstream.  The  law  provides  lower  riparian  owners  with 
the  remedy  of  an  injunction  based  on  "nuisance,"  although  there  is  no  appli- 
cation to  polluting  uses  established  prior  to  January  1,  1940.  (Ch.  103,  H.B. 
36,   approved  February  2  8.) 

Virginia  -  Potomac  Valley  Conservancy  District.  (See  Governmental 
Cooperation . ) 

Miscellaneous 

California  -  Federal  Control  of  Oil  and  Gas  Production.    The  Legisla- 
ture records  its  opposition  to  H.B.    7372,   a  pending  Congressional  bill  which 
provides  for  Federal  control  over  oil  production.      (Res.   Ch.    17,   S.J.R.  5, 
Special  Session,    filed  February  20.) 
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Kentucky  -  Kentucky  Sportsmen's  Voluntary  Fund.  The  State  Game  and 
Fish  Commission  is  required  to  set  up  a  special  fund  comprising  gifts  and 
donations  from  Kentucky  sportsmen  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  and  propagation 
of  game  and  fish.  In  order  to  encourage  contributions,  special  licenses  are 
to  be  issued  in  token  of  donations  of  $1.00,  $5.00  or  $10.00.  (Ch.  86,  H.B. 
86,   approved  March  15.) 

Louisiana  -  Proceeds  from  Hunting  and  Fishing  Licenses.  Prohibits  the 
expenditure  of  funds  derived  from  hunting  and  fishing  licenses  for  any  purpose 
except  the  administration,  development,  conservation  and  restoration  of  wild- 
life. These  funds  are  earmarked  in  the  State  Treasury,  and  may  be  spent  with- 
out appropriation.      (Act   117,  H.B.   554,   approved  July  10.) 

Louisiana  -  Oil  and  Gas  Resources.  This  is  a  detailed  and  exhaustive 
enactment  designed  to  insure  the  conservation  of  oil  and  gas  resources  under 
the  administration  of  the  Conservation  Commission.  It  partially  supersedes 
prior  enactments.      (Act   157,   S.B.    154,   approved  July  12.) 

Mississippi  -  Conservation  Week.  Designates  the  week  beginning  on  the 
first  Monday  in  December  of  each  year  as  Conservation  Week.  Public  school 
teachers  are  required  to  participate  by  offering  appropriate  exercises  to  give 
their  pupils  a  better  idea  of  the  importance  of  protecting  wildlife,  planting 
and  cultivating  flowers,   and  setting  out  and  protecting  trees.      (S.B.  221.) 

Virginia  -  Civilian  Conservation  Corps.  Petitions  Congress  to  continue 
the  Civilian  Conservation  Corps  at  its  present  level.  (H.  J.R.  5,  agreed  to 
January  18.) 

COOPERATIVES 

Louisiana  -  Electric  Cooperatives.  Authorizes  the  establishment  of 
non-profit  cooperatives,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  electric  energy  and 
promoting  and  extending  the  use  thereof;  and  details  their  powers  and  manner 
of  organization.  "Electric  cooperatives"  organized  and  operating  under  the 
provisions  of  this  lengthy  enactment  are  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Public  Service  Commission;  and  the  State  furthermore  accords  them  a  sub- 
stantial tax  indulgence  by  setting  the  assessment  of  their  property  at  ten 
percent  of  full  value.      (Approved  July  18,  1940.) 

Louisiana  -  Tax  Exemption  Amendment.  Proposes  a  constitutional  amend- 
ment toexemptfrom  taxation  for  a  period  of  10  years  the  distribution  systems 
of  Electric  Cooperatives  doing  business  as  contemplated  by  the  Federal  Rural 
Electrification  Act.      (Act  376,  H.B.  147.) 

Kentucky  -  Rural  Electrification  Cooperatives.  Cooperatives  organized 
under  laws  of  neighboring  States  would  be  allowed  to  extend  their  operations 
into  Kentucky  for  a  distance  of  three  miles  from  the  State  boundary  line. 
(Ch.    187,   H.B.    245,   enacted  March  13.) 

Mississippi  -  Livestock  Protective  Associations.  Authorizes  and  en- 
courages land  and  livestock  owners  in  any  county  to  organize  a  county  live- 
stock owners  protective  association  for  the  purpose  of  discouraging  cattle 
stealing.      (S.B.    59,   approved  February  23.) 
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South  Carol ina  -  State  Authority  Distribution  Systems.  Sets  up  a  pro- 
cedure whereby  Rural  Electrification  Cooperatives  may  take  over  the  transmis- 
sion and  distribution  systems  of  the  State  Rural  Electrification  Authority, 
pursuant  to  a  declared  legislative  policy  "that  the  furnishing  of  electric 
service  to  persons  in  rural  areas  of  this  State  can  be  more  effectively  pro- 
moted and  accomplished  by  cooperatives  than  by  the  Authority."  (Act  1152, 
S.    1418,   approved  May  16.) 

South  Carolina  -  Preservation  of  Farm  Products.  (See  Services  to 
Agriculture . ) 

Virginia  -  Marketing  Act  Amended.  Amends  certain  sections  of  the 
Agricultural  Cooperative  Marketing  Act  of  1922.  These  amendments  apparently 
have  approximately  the  following  objects:  (a)  to  change  the  name  from  "Co- 
operative Marketing  Act"  to  "Agricultural  Cooperative . Association  Act,"  in 
recognition  of  the  fact  that  these  cooperatives  may  perform  other  important 
functions  than  marketing;  (b)  to  make  a  few  rearrangements  in  the  interests 
of  clarity  and  literary  elegance;  (c)  to  provide  clearly  that  two  or  more 
such  associations  can  federate;  (d)  to  provide  the  manner  in  which  membership 
in  an  association  may  be  lost;  (e)  to  repeal  the  10  percent  limitation  on  the 
amount  of  voting  stock  that  any  one  member  may  own;  (f)  to  narrowly  restrict 
the  instance,  in  which  a  member  is  entitled  to  more  than  one  vote;  (g)  to 
throw  further  protect  ion  around  the  process  of  amending  an  association' s  certi- 
ficate of  incorporation;  (h)  to  limit  dividends  on  stock  or  membership  capi- 
tal; (i)  to  guarantee  that  savings  on  the  purchase  of  supplies  for  use  or 
consumption  shall  be  pro-rated  amongst  both  members  and  non -members  on  a  basis 
of  equality;  (j )  to  provide  for  "patrons,"  that  is,  persons  using  the  market- 
ing, purchasing  or  service  facilities  of  the  Association;  (k)  to  further 
define  and  restrict  the  conditions  under  which  the  word  "cooperative"  may  be 
used  in  the  name  of  any  enterprise;  (1)  to  detail  the  circumstances  under 
which  purchasing  associations  engaged  in  manufacturing  shall  be  subject  to 
taxation  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  non-cooperative  mer- 
chandising or  manufacturing  enterprises;  (m)  and,  finally,  to  require  and 
provide  for  independent  audits  of  association  affairs.  (Ch.  398,  S.B.  98, 
approved  April  1.) 

"  CREDIT 

California  -  Rural  Rehabilitation  Programs.  Memorializes  Congress  to 
investigate  the  discontinuance  of  feed  loans  to  poultry  raisers  by  the  Farm 
Security  Administration  and  recommends  that  appropriate  action  be  taken  to 
recompense  poultry  feed  suppliers  who  have  sustained  losses  as  a  consequence 
of  such  discontinuance.  (Res.  Ch.  29,  A. J.R.  21,  Special  Session,  filed 
February  26.) 

Louisiana  -  Repeal  of  Debt  Relief  Statute.  Repeals  statute  providing 
for  appointment  of  a  State  Debt  Moratorium  Commission  with  power  to  suspend 
laws  relative  to  the  enforcement  of  public  and  private  debts  in  meritorious 
cases.      (Act  No.    2,  H.B.   30.     Repeals  Act  No.    126,  Acts  of  1938.) 
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Mississippi  -  Scaling  Down  Farm  Mortgages.  Memorializes  Congress  to 
enact  the  Wheeler- Jones  Bill  which  provides  for  scaling  down  farm  mortgages, 
along  with  a  permanent  reduction  in  interest  rates  giving  the  present  farm 
occupant  an  opportunity  to  rehabilitate  himself.      (H.R.   46  and  S.R.  29.) 

New  York  -  State  Mortgage  Commission.  Effectiveness  of  the  act  creat- 
ing the  State  Mortgage  Commission  to  deal  with  problems  of  distressed  holders 
of  mortgage  investments  has  been  extended  to  July  1,  1941.  (Ch.  563,  A.  1344, 
approved  April  17,     amends  Ch.    19,  Laws  of  1935.) 

New  York  -  State  Rural  Rehabilitation  Corporation.  (See  Governmental 
Structure. ) 

Virginia  -  Va 1  id ity  of  Livestock  and  Poultry  Liens.  Mortgages,  chattel 
mortgages  or  deeds  of  trust  on  livestock  or  poultry  being  conditioned  for 
market  or  retained  for  use,  are  made  valid  encumbrances  as  to  creditors  and 
purchasers  for  valuable  consideration  without  notice  when  filed  for  docket- 
ing with  the  clerk  of  court.  The  clerk  is  required  to  keep  an  index  of 
the  instruments  in  the  names  of  the  parties.  (Ch.  155,  H.B.  273,  approved 
March  7;     adds  Sec.   5202a  to  the   1936  Code.) 

FORESTRY 

Fire  Control 

Kentucky  -  Setting  Fires.  It  is  a  misdemeanor  to  start  a  fire  on  or 
near  a  road  that  passes  through  or  lies  adjacent  to  a  wooded  area,  unless  kept 
under  control  and  totally  extinguished  before  it  is  abandoned.  This  law 
simplifies  the  phraseology  of  Section  1255-1  of  Carrolls'  Kentucky  Statutes, 
1936;  but  the  most  significant  change  was  the  elimination  of  a  requirement 
that  actual  damage  must  be  proved  in  order  to  sustain  a  convinction.  Proof 
of  the  uncontrolled  fire  is  now  sufficient.  (Ch.  37,  H.B.  118,  approved 
March  18.) 

Kentucky  -  Setting  Fires.  To  "wilfully,  intentionally,  or  maliciously" 
start  a  fire,  either  in  woods  or  fields,  is  made  a  felony  subject  to  a  fine 
of  $500  to  $1,000,  or  imprisonment  for  one  to  two  years,  or  both.  This  meas- 
ure provides  a  desirable  distinction  between  penalties  applied  to  those  who  set 
fires  intentionally  and  those  who  do  so  by  negligence.  The  former  penalties 
for  negligence  (fines  from  $10  to  $100,  imprisonment  for  ten  days  to  six 
months,   or  both)  remain  in  effect.      (Ch.   62,  H.B.    297,   approved  March  22.) 

Mississippi  -  Uncontrolled  Fires.  Declares  uncontrolled  woods  and 
grass  fires  to  be  a  public  nuisance,  and  authorizes  their  summary  abatement 
at  the  cost  of  the  person  negligently  or  wilfully  responsible  for  starting 
them,   or  permitting  their  existence.      (H..B.  479,   approved  April  8  .) 

South  Carolina  -  County  Fire  Control  Systems.  These  three  Acts  are 
designed  to  provide  a  system  of  forest  fire  control  in  Chester,  Lexington  and 
Dorchester  Counties.  The  territory  of  each  county  is  made  into  a  forest  fire 
control  organization  district  under  the  joint  control  of  the  State  Forestry 
Commission  and   a   local   forestry  board  of   seven  members    (composed  of  the 
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designate  of  the  State  Forester,  the  County  Agent  and  five  appointees  of  the 
County  Soil  Conservation  Association).  Expenses  .not  to  exceed  $3,  000  a  year 
may  be  met  by  a  property  tax  not  exceeding  3/10  of  one  mill.  Decision  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  Act  should  be  operative  is  vested  in  the  County  Soil  Con- 
servation Association.  (Act  904,  H.  15  85,  approved  March  28;  Act  1225,  S. 
1735  -  H.  2116,  approved  May  28;  Act   1320,  H.  2063  -  S.    1759,   approved  June  7.) 

Virginia  -  Burning  Law  Revised.  Lessees  as  well  as  owners  of  land  are 
now  required  to  take  "reasonable  care  and  precaution"  when  setting  fires,  to 
prevent  their  spreading  to  other  lands.  In  so  doing,  they  are  required  to  cut 
and  pile  inflammable  material  or  carefully  clear  around  it.  Employees  of  land 
owners  or  tenants  have  virtually  the  same  responsibility.  During  the  period 
from  March  1st  to  May  15th,  brush  or  grass  fires  within  300  feet  of  woodland 
or  brushland--in  any  county  or  portion  of  a  county  organized  for  fire  control 
--must  be  set  between  the  hours  of  four  P.M.  and  midnight.  (Ch.  189,  S.B. 
61,   approved  March  13.) 

Forest  Management 

Louisiana  -  Protection  of  Wildlife  in  National  Forests.  (See  Public 
Land  Administration.) 

Mississippi  -  Restoration  of  Forest  Lands.     (See  Planning  and  Zoning.) 

New  York  -  Living  Snow  Fences.     (See  Public  Land  Administration.) 

New  York  -  Commercial  Forests.     (See  Public  Land  Administration.) 

Virginia  -  Forestry  Commission.  Establishes  a  Commission  to  study 
forests  and  forest  land  problems:  composed  of  two  members  of  the  House,  two 
members  of  the  Senate,  and  two  persons  appointed  by  the  Governor.  This  Com- 
mission, which  is  to  serve  without  pay  except  for  necessary  travel  expenses, 
not  to  aggregate  over  $5  00,  is  particularly  directed  to  formulate  a  plan  of 
natural  reforestation  and  to  ascertain,  inter  alia:  (a)  the  adequacy  and 
effectiveness  of  present  fire,  insect  and  disease  control  activities;  (b) 
what  State  measures  may  be  necessary  and  advisable  to  insure  sustained -yield 
cutting  practices  on  privately-owned  timber  land;  (c)  the  need  for  expanding 
State,  county  and  community  forests;  and  (d)  the  need  for  public  regulation 
to  protect  the  common  interest  in  forest  land.      (H. J.R.   53,   approved  March  9.) 

Virginia  -  Public  Forests.     (See  Public  Land  Administration.) 
GOVERNMENTAL  COOPERATION 

Interstate  Compacts 

California  -  Colorado  River  Board  of  California.  In  addition  to  the 
powers  originally  delegated  to  him,  the  Colorado  P.iver  Commissioner  may  now 
confer  with  Federal  officials  and  representatives  of  other  States  in  the 
Colorado  Piver  Basin,  concerning  problems  of  water  utilization.  Legislative 
measures  and  agreements  formulated  as  a  result  of  these  negotiations  may  then 
be  reported  to  the  Governor  and  Legislature.  The  Commissioner,  in  performing 
his  duties,  now  acts  "under  the  direction"  of  the  Colorado  River  Board;  and 
the  Board  no  longer  acts  "in  an  advisory  capacity"  to  the  Commissioner.  (Ch. 
14-,  S.B.    15,   approved  February  24;     amends  Ch.    838,  Laws  of  1937.) 
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Mississippi  River  Parkway.  Anticipating  the  passage  of  Federal  legis- 
lation providing  for  an  interstate  parkway  along  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi 
River,  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  have  authorized  State 
agencies  to  acquire  the  necessary  lands  and  to  convey  them  to  the  United 
States.  Agencies  already  owning  or  controlling  lands  in  the  parkway  area, 
are  also  authorized  to  convey  them  to  the  United  States.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  average  right-of-way  will  consist  of  not  less  than  100  acres  per  mile 
in  fee  simple,  with  an  additional  5  0  acres  per  mile  covered  by  future  control 
easements  designed  to  protect  scenic  landscape  or  safety  values  for  the  park- 
way. Similar  legislation  was  enacted  in  1  939  by  Arkansas,  Illinois,  Minnesota, 
Missouri,  Wisconsin.  (Kentucky  -  Ch.  141,  H.E.  113,  approved  March  8;  Louisiana, 
Act  72,   S.B.   217,   approved  July  9;  Mississippi,  H.B.   498,   approved  May  10.) 

Kentucky  -  Ohio  River  Valley  Compact.  Ratifies  an  interstate  compact 
between  the  States  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  New  York,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee  and  West  Virginia,  with  respect  to  the  Ohio  River  Drainage  Basin. 
This  compact  has  now  been  ratified  by  all  the  States  except  Pennsylvania  and 
Tennessee.      (Ch.    150,  H.B.    172,   approved  March  16.) 

Virginia-Potomac  Valley  Conservancy  District.  Authorizes  the  governor 
to  enter  into  a  compact  with  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  West  Virginia  and  the 
District  of  Columbia,  creating  an  Interstate  Commission  on  the  Potomac  River 
Basin  and  the  Potomac  Valley  Conservancy  District.  The  purposes  of  the 
Commission  are  (1)  to  conduct  needed  investigations  concerning  the  character 
and  conditions  of  the  streams  in  the  Potomac  watershed,  (2)  to  disseminate 
information  on  the  harmful  and  uneconomic  effects  of  stream  pollution  and 
(3)  to  make  and  recommend  minimum  standards  for  the  treatment  of  sewage  and 
industrial  wastes.     (Ch.   324,  H.B.   399,   approved  March  29.) 

Cession  and  Consent  Laws 

Louisiana  -  P i ttman-Robertson  Wildlife  Restoration  Act.  (See  Public 
Land  Administration.  ) 

Louisiana  -  Federal  Rules  Protecting  Wildlife  in  National  Forests.  (See 
Public  Land  Administration.) 

Louisiana  -  Federal  Cooperat ive  State  Par k  Development  Agreements.  (See 
Public  Land  Administration. ) 

Louisiana  -  Wallace  Lake  Dam  and  Reservoir.  Donates  to  the  Federal 
Government  certain  State  lands,  easements,  rights  of  way  and  servitudes  needed 
for  the  construction  and  maintenance  of  Wallace  Lake  Dam  and  Reservoir.  (Act 
No.    272,   S.B.   420,   approved  July  18.) 

New  York  -  Flood  Control  Projects.  Title  and  interest  in  any  land 
previously  or  hereafter  taken  over  by  the  State  for  the  construction  of  dams 
and  reservoirs  on  the  Canisteo  River,  the  Canacadea  Creek,  the  Ouleout  Creek, 
the  Charlotte  Creek,  the  Butternut  Creek,  the  Otego  Creek  and  the  Otselic 
River  at  Whitney  Point,  may  be  conveyed  to  the  United  States.  These  construc- 
tion projects  are  all  a  part  of  a  project  authorized  by  the  1936  Fl  ood  Control 
Act.  (Ch.  210,  S. 17  and  Ch.  547,  S.  2468,  approved  April  15;  amends  Ch.  862, 
Laws  of  1936.) 
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New  York  -  Consent  to  Federal  Acquisition.  Consent  of  the  State  is 
given  to  acquisition  of  land  by  the  Federal  Government  outside  the  statutory 
boundaries  of  the  Adirondack  and  Catskill  parks,  for  the  establishment  of 
forestry  and  wildlife  management  areas.  These  lands  must  be  acquired  before 
July  1,  1940,  although  lands  under  purchase  contract,  or  upon  which  condemna- 
tion proceedings  have  been  started,  will  be  considered  to  have  been  acquired 
within  the  time  limit.  (Ch.  715,  S.  2305,  approved  April  23;  adds  a  new 
section  to  Art.   2  of  Ch.    647,  Laws  of  1 9 1 L) 

Virginia  -  Jurisdiction  Within  Shenandoah  Park.  Cedes  to  the  Federal 
Government  exclusive  police  and  criminal  jurisdiction  over  land  within  the 
Shenandoah  National  Park,  with  the  exception  of  certain  reservations  in  respect 
to  liquor.  The  State  of  Virginia  reserves  concurrent  civil  jurisdiction,  as 
well  as  the  right  to  levy  non-discriminatory  taxes  on  non-alcoholic  beverages, 
motor  fuels  and  lubricants,  and  business  and  franchise  taxes.  (Ch.  402,  S.B. 
338,   approved  April  1.) 

Virginia  -  Cooperation  With  Federal  Government.  Authorizes  counties, 
cities,  and  towns  to  cooperate  in  the  prosecution  and  development  of  projects 
sponsored  by  the  Federal  Government}  and  grants  financial,  management  and 
other  powers  necessary  for  them  to  exercise  effectively  the  authority  con- 
ferred. The  Act  avows  as  its  purpose  "to  enable  counties,  cities  and  towns 
to  encourage  public  works."     (Ch.   386,  H.B.   378,  April  1.) 

Local  Governmental  Functions 

Kentucky  -  Rural  Fire  Protection.  City  governments  are  given  the  right 
to  usetheirfire  extinguishing  apparatus  outside  city  limits,  as  maybe  decided 
upon  by  the  city' s  legislative  body;  and  when  so  used  it  will  be  deemed  to  be  in 
exercise  of  the  city's  governmental  functions.  (Ch.  126,  H.B.  390,  enacted 
March  12,  1940.) 

Virginia  -  Local  Powers  of  County  Boards.  Authorizes  county  boards  of 
supervisors  to  purchase  and  maintain  suitable  equipment  for  fighting  fires  on 
both  public  and  private  property  within  the  county.  (Ch,  124,  H.B.  190, 
approved  March  5;   amends  Sec.   2743,    1936  Code.) 

Virginia  -  Lending  Road  Equipment.  The  State  Highway  Commission  is 
authorized  to  lend  or  to  rent  road  building  and  repairing  equipment  to  "any 
city,  town,  county,  or  school  board"  upon  such  terms  as  may  be  mutually 
acceptable.      (Ch.   41,   S.B.   46,  approved  February  14.) 

GOVERNMENTAL  STRUCTURE 

State  Government 

Louisiana  -  Reorganization.  This  act,  in  line  with  current  ideas  of 
public  administration  experts,  provides  for  the  reorganization  and  consolida- 
tion of  some  170  executive  and  administrative  offices,  agencies,  boards  and 
commissions  into  20  State  departments;  and  for  the  clarification  and  unifica- 
tion of  the  Governor's  responsibility.  Those  of  particular  interest  include 
a  Department  of  State  Lands  which  is  much  the  same  as  the  old  Land  Office;  a 
Department  of  Agriculture,  organized  into  a  Board  of  Agriculture,  a  Division 
of  Plant  Industry,  a  Division  of  Animal  Industry  and  a  Division  of  Markets, 
and  a  Department  of  Conservation,   having  jurisdiction  over  parks,  forests  and 
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wildlife.  An  additional  objective  of  this  Act  was  to  transfer  from  the  State 
University  all  administrative  functions,  and  to  shift  to  it  all  research  and 
educational  functions;  though  a  proviso  is  made  to  the  effect  that  it  is  not 
intended  to  disturb  the  present  arrangements  concerning  the  Experiment  Stations 
or  the  Soil  Conservation  organization  at  the  University.  (Act  47,  H.B.  552, 
approved  July  8.) 

Louisiana  -  State  Planning  Commission.  Raises  the  membership  of  the 
State  Planning  Commission  from  7  to  9  by  the  addition  of  the  State  Housing  Co- 
ordinator and  an  extra  appointee  at  large.     (Act  101,  S.B.  209,  approved  July  10.) 

Louisiana  -  State  Park  Commission.  Amends  certain  sections  of  the 
State  Park  Act  of  1934,  so  as  to  clarify  and  detail  the  powers  of  the  State 
Park  Commission  and  to  reorganize  its  administrative  apparatus  in  line  with 
principles  of  public  administration.  The  Conservation  Commissioner  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  Highway  Commission  are  relieved  from  service,  and  the  member 
ship  now  consists  of  three  appointees  plus  the  Register  of  the  State  Land 
Office  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Planning  Commission.  Formerly,  the  one  ap- 
pointive member  was  automatically  paid  Secretary  of  the  Commission;  now  the 
Commission  selects  a  "Director  of  State  Parks"  to  act  as  its  chief  executive 
and  administrative  officer.  Thedomicile  of  the  Commission  is  shifted  from  New 
Orleans  tothe  State  capitol  at  EatonRouge.     (Act  110,  H.B.  91,  approved  July  5.) 

Louisiana  -  Commission  Abolished.  Abolishes  the  Louis  Una  Flood  Control 
and  Water  Conservation  Commission.     (Act  137,  H.B.  431,    approved  July  12.) 

Louisiana  -  State  Personnel  Policy.  Provides  exhaustively  for  a  State 
personnel  policy  and  the  establishment  of  the  merit  principle  in  the  filling 
of  positions  in  the  State  administration.  Establishes  an  independent  State 
Civil  Service  Commission  of  5  citizens  selected  by  the  Governor  from  the  lists 
of  3  nominees  each  submitted,  respectively,  by  the  Presidents  of  Louisiana 
State  University,  Loyola  University,  Tulane  University,  Centenary  College  and 
Louisiana  College.  The  chief  executive  officer  of  the  Commission  is  a  so- 
called  "State  Director  of  Personnel",  selected  on  the  basis  of  fitness  alone. 
After  July  1,  1942,  all  State  administrative  employees  in  the  "classified 
service"  are  supposed  to  be  selected  according  to  merit  principles.  Persons 
already  holding  jobs  will  be  carried  over,  provided  they  pass  a  suitable  non- 
competitive examination.  Officials  in  the  so  called  "non -classif ied  service" 
are  exempted.  These  are:  elected  officers,  employees  of  the  legislature, 
employees  of  the  attorney  general  and  crime  commission,  members  of  boards  and 
commissions,  officials  and  department  heads  appointed  by  the  Governor,  one 
chief  assistant  and  one  private  secretary  for  each  appointive  board  or  com- 
mission or  department  head,  special  counsel  and  other  special  legal  help, 
faculty  members  and  of  ficers  of  State  institutions  of  learning,  superintendents 
of  education,  members  of  the  military  forces,  notaries  public  and  other  court 
officials  except  referees  and  probation  officers  appointed  by  juvenile  courts, 
election  officials  and  registrars  of  voters  and  their  chief  deputies,  patient 
or  inmate  help  in  State  institutions,  persons  employed  in  professional  or 
scientific  capacity  to  conduct  special  inquiries,  and  employees  and  deputies 
of  sheriffs,  school  boards,  clerks  of  court,  assessors,  and  police  juries. 
(Act     172,  H.B.   484,   approved  July  12.) 
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Louisiana  -  Administrative  Reorganization  Amendment.  Proposes  a 
constitutional  amendment  to  regularize  and  to  give  constitutional  guarantee 
to  the  comprehensive  administrative  reorganization  of  the  State  pursuant  to 
Acts  No.  47  and  48}  to  authorize  the  Legislature  to  establish  quasi-legislative 
quasi- judicial  boards;  and  otherwise  to  sanction  and  promote  the  principles  of 
State  administrative  organization  advocated  by  contemporary  public  administra- 
tion experts.      (Act  384,  H.B.   968,   approved  July  3.) 

Louisiana  -  State  Marketing  Commission.     (See  Marketing.) 

Louisiana  -  State  Warehouse  Commission.     (See  Marketing.) 

Louisiana  -  State  Debt  Moratorium  Commission  Abolished.     (See  Credit.) 

Louisiana  -  Stream  Control  Commission.     (See  Conservation.) 

Mississippi  -  Consolidation  of  State  Offices.     Authorizes  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  special  interim  legislative  committee  to  investigate  and  report  on 
the  possibility  of  consolidating  and  eliminating  certain  State  bureaus,  depart- 
ments, boards  and  commissions.      (H.C.R.  12.) 

Mississippi  -  State  Board  of  Development.  (See  Services  toAgriculture. ) 

New  York  -  State  Rural  Rehabilitation  Corporation.  The  State  Corpora- 
tion is  directed  to  dissolve  itself  and  transfer  its  assets  to  the  Federal 
Government  in  order  that  administration  may  be  coordinated  with  other  activi- 
ties of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.  Any  funds  transferred 
or  later  realized  from  assets  and  property  so  transferred,  are  to  be  held  in 
the  United  States  Treasury  as  a  crust  fund  to  be  continuously  available  for 
rural  rehabilitation  purposes  in  the  State  of  New  York  only.  Should  the 
Federal  Government  cease  to  carry  on  the  rural  rehabilitation  program  in  the 
State,  any  assets  thus  remaining  after  liquidation  of  claims  would  revert  to 
the  State,  and  become  subject  to  appropriation  by  the  legislature.  (Ch.  723, 
S.   2340,   approved  April  24;   adds  a  new  section  to  Ch.   526,  Laws  of  1935.) 

New  York  -  State  Mortgage  Commission.     (See  Credit.) 

New  York  -  State  Flood  Control  Commission.    The  temporary  State  Com- 
mission created   in  1936  to  assist   in  the   institution  and  consummation  of  a 
Federal  long-range  program  of  flood  control  is  to  continue  to  function  until 
April  30,    1941,   at  which  time   it   is  expected  to  report  to  the  Legislature. 
(Ch.   577,  A.    18,   approved  April  17,    1940;    refers  to  Ch.    16,  Laws  1936.) 

South  Carolina  -  State  Rural  Electrification  Authority.  (See  Co- 
operatives. ) 

South  Carolina  -  Commerce  Development  Board.  (See  Service  toAgri- 
culture . ) 

Virginia  -  Interim  Forestry  Commission.  (See  section  on  Forest  Manage- 
ment under  Forestry.) 

Political  Subdivisions 


California  -  Soil  Conservation  Districts.     (See  Conservation.) 


-  16  - 


Kentucky  -  Annexation  of  School  Districts.  At  the  present  time  school 
districts  in  the  State  are  organized  on  the  basis  of:  (a)  county  units;  (b) 
county  subdistricts  and  (c)  independent  districts.  The  latter  are  ordinarily 
located  in  municipalities.  This  act  authorizes  independent  school  districts 
to  annex  any  county  subdistrict  which  lies  adj acent  to  it;  and  county  districts 
may  annex  independent  districts.  Proposals  for  annexation  must  first  be  ap- 
proved by  the  State  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  before  being  sub- 
mitted to  the  legal  voters  in  the  territory  affected.  The  suggestion  has  been 
made  that  this  Act  may  provide  the  basis  for  rather  extensive  reorganization 
of  school  districts  and  that  it  may  even  permit  districts  to  include  parts  of 
more  than  one  county.      (Ch.   70,  H.B.   215,   approved  March  19.) 

Kentucky  -  Soil  Conservation  Districts.     (See  Conservation.) 

Louisiana  -  School  Busses.  Liberalizes  the  school  transportation  law 
by  reducing  from  two  miles  to  one  mile  the  distance  from  school  a  child  must 
live  in  order  to  be  eligible  for  the  service.  Also  permits  school  authorities 
to  make  five-year  contracts  with  bus  operators.  (Act  254,  H.B.  2,  approved 
July  18.) 

Louisiana  -  Parish  Highway  Bonds.     (See  Public  Finance.) 

Louisiana  -  Merit  System  for  Cities.  Establishes  a  classified  Civil 
Service  system  in  cities  with  populations  above  100,'000.  The  system  in  each 
city  is  to  be  administered  by  an  independent  civil  service  commission  of  3 
members,  one  appointed  by  the  local  legislative  body  and  the  other  two  by  the 
State  Civil  Service  Commission.  The  Commission's  administrative  officer,  the 
"City  Director  of  Personnel, "  is  supposed  to  be  chosen  purely  on  the  basis  of 
merit.  In  order  further  to  assure  the  actual  and  non-partisan  operation  of 
the  Act,  the  State  Commission  is  empowered  to  appoint  the  locally  designated 
member  in  case  the  city  fails  to  exercise  its  prerogative;  and  no  member  of 
the  Commission  is  removable  except  upon  due  cause  certifiedby  a  board  composed 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  State  Civil  Service  Commission,  the  State's  Attcrney 
and  the  Senior  District  Judge,  after  public  hearing.  After  July  1,  1942,  all 
positions  in  the  so-called  "classified  service"  are  supposed  to  be  recruited 
according  to  merit  principles,  except  that  encumbent  employees  will  be  covered 
over  without  examination.  The  "classified  service"  includes  all  positions 
except  those  filled  by  election,  members  of  local  boards  and  commissions, 
heads  of  departments,  the  Mayor's  chief  deputy  and  private  secretary,  and 
employees  of  the  offices  of  the  mayor,  city  attorney,  board  of  liquidation, 
sheriff,  school  board,  clerk  of  court,  assessor  and  police  juries.  The  Act, 
in  the  course  of  its  48  sections,  makes  comprehensive  provisions  for  personnel 
policy.      (Act   171,  H.B.   481,   approved  July  12.) 

Mississippi  -  County  High  Schools.  In  any  county  where  no  existing 
school  district  maintains  a  regular  4-year  high  school,  the  county  school 
board  is  authorized,  with  the  approval  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors,  to 
establish  a  county-wide  high  school  district  with  not  over  two  high  schools. 
(H.B.   405,   approved  March  5.) 

New  York  -  Soil  Conservation  Districts.     (See  Conservation.) 
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Virginia  -  Application  of  Optional  Forms  of  County  Government.  The 

modified  commission  and  county  manager  forms  of  county  government  may  now  be 
adopted  in  counties  having  less  than  sixty  square  miles  of  highland  (meaning 
land  above  the  "low  water  line"),   as  well  as  in  counties  having  a  population 
of  5  00  inhabitants  to  the  square  mile       (Ch.    39,   S.E.  11,  approved  February  14; 
amends  Section  2773(10)  of  the  1936  Code.) 

Virginia  -  County-City  Consolidation.  Authorizes  a  county,  part 
thereof,  or  city  or  town  located  therein,  meeting  certain  prescribed  conditions 
as  to  area  and  population,  to  consolidate  with  an  adjoining  city  of  25,00  0  or 
more  inhabitants.  The  conditions  are  so  defined,  however,  that  apparently 
only  Warwick  County  and  the  city  of  Newport  News  are  meant.  The  consolidation 
procedure  may  be  set  in  motion  either  by  the  governing  bodies  of  the  units 
affected,  or  by  local  voters  through  a  petition  procedure.  A  tentative  con- 
solidation agreement  must  first  be  reached  by  the  governing  bodies  affected, 
or  by  a  committee  of  representative  citizens  appointed  by  the  Circuit  Judge 
in  case  the  governing  body  fails.  Thereupon  a  referendum  is  held  and  the 
consolidation  becomes  effective  upon  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  the  voters 
in  each  unit  covered  by  the  agreement.  The  area  then  becomes  a  part  of  the 
aforementioned  city  of  25,000  population;  all  of f ices  and  jobs  of  the  abolished 
units  are  automatically  terminated,  and  all  their  properties,  interests, 
rights,  debts,  and  liabilities  are  automatically  transferred  to  the  consoli- 
dated city.     (Ch.   395,  H.B.   497,   approved  April  1.) 

LAND  DEVELOPMENT 

California  -  The  Klamath Reclamat ion  District.  Congress  is  memorialized 
to  enact  legislation  providing  for  construction  of  drainage  and  flood  control 
works  within  the  Klamath  Project  so  as  to  dispel  a  permanent  menace  to  rich 
agricultural  lands  there.      (Res.  Ch.   5,   S.J.R.   4,   filed  February  7.) 

California  -  Central  Valley  Project.  Congress  is  urged  to  provide 
$30,000,000  or  more  during  the  coming  fiscal  year  for  cont inuation  of  construc- 
tion of  the  Central  Valley  Reclamation  Project.  (Res.  Ch.  15,  A.  J.R.  13, 
Special  Session,   filed  February  16.) 

New  York  -  Disposal  of  Unnecessary  Property.  (See  Public  Land  Admin- 
istration. ) 

LAND  TENURE 

Kentucky  -  Farm  Tenancy  Commission.  A  nine-member  gubernatorial  farm 
tenancy  commission  is  created  for  the  purpose  of  "investigating  the  entire 
problem  of  farm  tenancy  in  Kentucky  with  a  view  to  encouraging  home  ownership, 
improving  landlord  tenant  relationships,  considering  recommendations  to 
Congress  with  respect  to  the  Bankhead- Jones  Farm  Tenant  Act,  or  any  other 
matter  which  members  of  the  Commission  may  deem  pertinent;  and  make  such  other 
general  studies  as  bear  on  the  farm  tenancy  problem. "  The  Commission  will  be 
made  up  of  one  member  from  each  Congressional  District  and  must  include  three 
farm  owners,  three  tenants  and  three  other  persons,  one  of  whom  must  be  an 
owner  who  was  once  a  tenant.     Cooperation  with  Federal,    State  and  private 
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agencies  in  the  preparation  of  reports  is  specifically  authorized  A  report 
to  the  Governor  and  the  General  Assembly  is  due  by  October  1,  1941. 

The  members  of  the  Commission  will  receive  no  salary,  but  $1,000  per 
year  has  been  made  available  for  traveling  expenses.  (Ch.  11,  H.B.  209, 
approved  March  22.) 

Louisiana  -  Trapping  Land  Leases.  Designed  to  protect  the  interests 
of  trappers,  this  Act  provides  that  no  lessor  of  trapping  lands  can  legally 
require  pelts  taken  thereon  to  be  disposed  of  exclusively  to  him  by  the  lessee, 
unless  a  minimum  price  of  not  less  than  60  percent  of  the  value  of  the  pelts 
is  guaranteed.      (Act   193,   S.E.    113,   approved  July  12.) 

Mississippi  -  Memorial  to  Congress.  Memorializes  Congress  to  continue 
the  farm  tenant  purchase  program.      (H.C.R.  21.) 

South  Carolina  -  Land  lord -Tenant  Relationships.  Pointing  out  that  a 
majority  of  farmers  in  South  Carolina  are  tenants  and  that  a  large  percentage 
move  their  places  of  residence  every  year,  the  legislature  requests  the  Exten- 
sion Department  of  Clemson  College  to  make  a  study  and  report  on  the  farm 
tenancy  problem.      (H.Res.    1893,   adopted  April  18.) 

MARKETING 

California  .  Assessments  for  Enforcing  Marketing  Orders.  Code  provi- 
sions governing  assessments  to  defray  the  cost  of  administering  marketing 
regulations  have  been  revised,  so  as  to  clarify  the  respective  obligations  of 
producers,  processors  and  distributors  in  particular  situations.  Assessments 
are  now  also  to  be  based  on  so-called  "units,"  or  upon  some  other  uniform 
standard  fixed  by  the  Director  of  Agriculture.  When  a  marketing  agreement  is 
revoked,  refund  of  unused  assessments  is  no  longer  necessary  when  the  amount 
is  inconsequential,  but  may  instead  be  covered  into  the  administrative  fund. 
(Ch.  28,  A.B.  55,  Special  Session,  approved  February  28;  amends  Section  1300.18 
of  the  Agricultural  Code.) 

California  -  Marketing  Services.  Congress  is  memorialized  to  enact 
S.B.  2213,  which  would  provide  for  the  development  of  marketing  and  marketing 
services  for  farm  commodities.  (Res.  Ch.  32,  S.J.R.  6,  Special  Session,  filed 
February  25  .) 

Kentucky  -  Bonding  Stockyard  Weighmen.  All  stockyards  employing  weigh- 
men  are  hereafter  required  to  furnish  the  State  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Labor  and  Statistics,  with  a  list  of  the  men  employed  and  each  weighman  so 
listed  must  furnish  a  $1,000  bond  for  faithful  performance  of  his  duties. 
Each  stockyard  is  also  required  to  make  a  monthly  report  of  livestock  handled. 
A  special  annual  license  tax  is  to  be  paid  by  each  yard  to  cover  the  cost  of 
administration  of  the  Act.      (Ch.   9,  H.B.    90,   approved  March  18.) 

Kentucky  -  Labelling  Strawberries.  Strawberries  grcwn  and  packed  in 
the  State  when  sold  other  than  directly  by  the  grower  to  the  consumer  or  by 
the  grower  to  a  manufacturer  for  preserving,  cold  pack  or  quick  freezing,  are 
hereafter  to  be  graded  and  labelled  in  accordance  with  U.S.   standard  grades 
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.as  defined  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture.     The  Director  of  the  Kentucky 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,   is  vested  with  authority  to  promulgate  nec- 
essary rules  and  regulations,   to  issue  certificates  to  shippers  and  otherwise 
to  enforce  the  Act.      (Ch.    3,   S.B.    138,   approved  March  20.) 

Kentucky  -  Division  of  Markets.  Creates  a  Division  of  Markets  in  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Labor  and  Statistics,  with  major  functions  somewhat 
as  follows:  (a)  to  assist  in  setting  up  farm  cooperatives;  (b)  to  assist  in 
gathering  and  designating  market  news  information;  <c)  to  encourage  inspec- 
tions, grading,  standardizing,  labelling  and  branding  farm  products;  (d)  to 
act  as  mediator  when  invited,  in  controversies  arising  between  producers  and 
distributors;  (e)  to  encourage  establishment  of  public  markets  and  direct 
dealing  between  producers  and  consumers,  and  (f)  to  encourage  consumption  of 
Kentucky-grown  products.  In  carrying  out  these  functions,  the  Division  is 
authorized  to  enter  into  cooperative  agreements  with  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  Powers  granted  by  the  Act  are  not  to  be  interpreted  as 
modifying  authority  previously  given  to  the  State  College  of  Agriculture. 
(Ch.    10,  H.B.    115,   approved  March  18.) 

Kentucky  -  Tobacco  Warehouses.  Provides  for  the  supervision,  regula- 
tion and  licensing  of  tobacco  warehouses  and  for  the  bonding  of  their  weighmen. 
The  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  is  vested  with  authority  to  enforce  the  Act 
and  to  conduct  investigations  into  tobacco  selling  costs.  (Ch.  12,  H.B.  407, 
approved  March  26.) 

Louisiana  -  State  Marketing  Commission.  Creates  a  State  Market  Com- 
mission composed  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  the  Director  of  the 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Director  of  Extension  Service,  and  two  members 
appointed  by  the  Governor.  This  Commission  is  empowered  to  adopt  any  rules 
and  regulations  necessary  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  grades  for  farm 
products.  The  Commission  may  enter  into  cooperative  agreements  with  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture.  It  may  make  inspections  and  take  such  other 
actions  as  may  be  necessary  to  enforce  its  rules;  and  particularly,  it  may 
(a)  prohibit  transportation  of  fruits  and  vegetables  which  have  not  been  duly 
inspected  and  certified  as  to  grade,  except  when  being  trucked  by  the  farmer 
who  produced  them;  (b)  prohibit  the  packing  of  farm  products  except  in  accord- 
ance with  its  rules  and  regulations;  (c)  prohibit  the  mislabelling  of  any  farm 
products;  (d)  prohibit  the  shipment  into  Louisiana  of  any  farm  products  which 
have  not  first  been  inspected  and  classified  according  to  its  regulations; 
(e)  collect  such  fees  as  may  be  necessary  to  finance  its  inspection  and  grad- 
ing activities.  The  grades  for  fruits,  vegetables,  cotton,  hay,  grain  and 
other  farm  products  recommended  by  the  U.  S.  Agricultural  Marketing  Service 
and  recognized  in  the  central  markets  of  the  country  as  government  grades, 
are  accepted  and  made  official  State  grades.  (Act  217,  H.B.  457,  approved 
July  13.) 

Louisiana  -  State  Warehouse  Commission.     Creates  a  State  Warehouse  Com- 
mission composed  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,   the  Bank  Commissioner, 
and  three  gubernatorial  appointees,   one  of  whom  must  be  a  practical  farmer, 
another  a  licensed  warehouseman  and  the  third  selected  from  persons  nominated 
by  the  State  Banker's  Association.     It  is  made  unlawful  for  anyone  to  operate 
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a  public  warehouse  used  for  the  storing  of  farm  products  or  to  issue  negotiable 
warehouse  receipts  in  respect  to  stored  farm  products,  unless  duly  licensed  by 
this  Commission  or  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  The  Commission  is 
empowered  to:  (a)  develop  a  warehouse  system  which  will  permit  the  storing 
of  agricultural  products  at  reasonable  cost;  (b)  guide  and  assist  various 
communities  in  planning,  adapting  and  building  such  warehouses;  (c)  devise 
rules  and  regulations  to  govern  the  operation  and  supervision  of  warehouses 
under  its  jurisdiction;  (d)  issue  licenses;  (e)  encourage  the  establishment 
of  warehouse  units  in  every  parish  with  a  view  to  developing  a  State-wide 
warehousing  system;  (f)  make  and  enforce  regulations  designed  to  preserve  the 
quality  and  maintain  the  quantity  of  commodities  stored  in  farm  warehouses; 

(g)  examine  the  qualifications  of  warehouse  managers  and  issue  licenses  to 
them;  (h)  collect  fees  necessary  to  finance  its  licensing  and  supervisory 
activities;  (i)  make  and  enforce  all  necessary  regu  ations.  The  Commission 
is  directed  to  require  the  submission  of  tariff  schedules  from  each  warehouse 
company  prior  to  each  marketing  season,  which  schedules  are  subject  to  its 
approval  and  when  once  approved  may  not  be  increased  during  the  season  without 
its  consent.  The  grain  elevator  and  cotton  warehouses  operated  by  the  port 
commis si oners  of  New  Orleans  are  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  Act. 

(Act  218,  H.B.   348,  approved  July  12.) 

Louisiana  -  Bond ing  Mi  lk Hand lers.  Requires  manufacturers,  pasteurizers 
and  distributors  of  milk  and  milk  products  to  furnish  bond  to  insure  payments 
of  all  amounts  which  may  become  due  by  them  to  the  milk  producers  from  which 
they  buy  — suf  f icient  to  cover  all  amounts  due  for  an  average  period  of  25  days. 
A  constitutional  amendment  was  also  proposed  for  submission  to  the  voters  in 
the  November  1940  election  which  would  regularize  this  particular  legislative 
action.     (Acts  318  and  394,  H.B.   944  and  H.B.   943,  approved  July  20.) 

Louisiana  -  Bonding  Cotton  Buyers.  Repeals  a  1938  Act  requiring  all 
cotton  buyers  to  furnishbond  to  insure  payment  of  their  purchases.  (Act  328, 
H.E.    104,   approved  July  21.) 

Louisiana  -  Marketing  Strawberries.  Memorializes  the  State  Marketing 
and  Warehouse  Commission  to  undertake  a  "thorough  and  painstaking  study  of  the 
marketing  problems  presently  confronting  the  growers  of  strawberries  in 
Louisiana"  and  to  make  appropriate  recommendations  to  the  Legislature.  It 
further  memorializes  the  USD^  to  assist  strawberry  farmers  by  devising  and 
inaugurating  a  practical  (Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration)  program  for 
strawberry  producers  similar  to  its  present  effective  programs  for  other  farm 
products."     (Act  402,   S.C.R.  17.) 

Mississippi  -  Tax  on  Oleomargarine.  Repeals  the  tax  on  oleomargarine 
or  butter  substitute  containing  other  than  specified  domestic  agricultural 
products  and  imposes  a  privilege  tax  of  $100  on  each  wholesale  dealer  and 
distributor  and  a  tax  of  $10  on  each  retail  dealer  offering  these  commodities 
for  sale.  (S.B.  58,  repeals  Section  155,  Ch.  20,  Laws  1935  and  substitutes  a- 
mended  chapter.) 

Mississippi  -  Fresh  Vegetables.  Provides  for  the  regulation  of  the 
marketing  of  fresh  vegetables  produced  in  Copiah,  Simpson,  Jefferson,  Lincoln, 
Lawrence,  Kinds,  Rankin  and  Claiborne  counties.     The  regulato  ry  authority  is 
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vested  in  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  with  the  advisory  assistance  of  a 
seven-man  committee  of  vegetable  producers  and  handlers  in  the  area  affected. 
Regulations  may  cover:  (a)  prohibition  of  unfair  methods  of  competition  and 
unfair  trade  practices,  (b)  limitations  on  grade,  size  and  maturity,  (c)  filing 
of  prices,  (d)  coordination  with  Federal  marketing  agreements,  (e)  specifi- 
cations of  standard  containers,  (f)  labelling  requirements  and  (g)  requirements 
as  to  the  earliest  date  on  which  particular  vegetables  may  be  offered  for  sale, 
in  order  to  insure  proper  maturity.      (H.B.   425,   approved  March  14.) 

New  York  -  Milk  and  Cream  Containers.     Containers  for  milk    and  cream 
may  now  be  used  in  other  than  the  half  gallon,  three    pint,   one  quart,   one  pint, 
half  pint  and  one  gill  sizes,   previously  allowed,   if  the  odd  size  is  approved 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  and  Markets.      (Ch.    15  2,    S.    1244,  approved 
March  13;   amends  Sec.    191  of  Ch.   48,  Laws  of  1922.) 

Virginia  -  Livestock  Auction  Markets.  When  any  county  Board  of  Super- 
visors has  declared  livestock  auction  marketing  regulations  to  be  locally 
applicable,  all  future  weighing  of  livestock  on  auction  days  must  be  done  by 
or  in  the  presence  of  weighmasters  appointed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture 
and  Immigration,  at  the  cost  of  the  operator  of  the  Market.  (Ch.  47,  H.B.  20, 
approved  February  16;   added  as  a  new  section  to  Ch.   62,  Title   14,   1936  Code.) 

Virginia  -  "Virginia  Quality  Label"  -  The  Director  of  the  Division  of 
Immigration  and  Markets  is  authorized  to  arrange  for  printing  and  distributing 
labels  bearing  an  outline  map  of  the  State,  the  use  of  which  is  confined  to 
those  producers  or  processors  whose  operations  are  subject  to  continuous  in- 
spection on  the  part  of  Federal  and  State  inspectors.  (Ch.  255,  S.B.  76; 
approved  March  27.) 

Virginia  -  Produce  Market  Authorities.  In  cities  of  over  30,000  popu- 
lation, the  governing  body  may  petition  the  Governor  for  the  establishment  of 
a  produce  market  authority:  -  a  non-profit  public  corporation  with  a  board  of 
five  directors  appointed  by  the  Governor  from  nominations  made  by  the  Director 
of  the  Division  of  Markets,  the  Director  of  the  State  Fxtension  Service,  the 
Mayor  of  the  City,  the  wholesale  dealers  operating  in  the  city  and  the  agri- 
cultural agents  in  surrounding  counties. 

The  authorities  have  full  power  to  own  land,  construct  necessary  market 
facilities  and  make  rules  and  regulations  with  respect  to  their  operation, 
including  appointment  of  graders  and  classifiers.  Grades  promulgated  under 
State  or  Federal  law  must  be  used  whenever  applicable.  Necessary  powers  are 
granted  for  financing  the  construction  projects  through  bond  issues.  Rentals 
and  fees  are  to  be  fixed  and  readjusted  from  time  to  time  so  as  to  provide 
sufficient  funds  to  pay  the  cost  of  maintaining,  repairing  and  operating  the 
market,  and  the  principal  and  interest  on  any  outstanding  indebtedness.  (Ch. 
257,   S.B.    169,   approved  March  27.) 

Virginia  -  Milk  Commission.    A  representative  of  milk  distributors  is 
substituted  for  one  of  the  two  producer  representatives  on  the  Milk  Commission. 
The  third  member  continues  to  be  a  disinterested  party.      (Ch.    259,   S.B.  192, 
approved  March  27;   amends  Sec.    121  1 x ,    1936  Code. 
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PLANNING  AND  ZONING 

Kentucky  -  Marking  County  Roads.    All  county  roads  are  now  to  be  given 
a  name  which  is  to  be  designated  on  the  record  plat  in  the  county  clerk's 
office,   as  well  as  on  a  roadside  marker.     The  names  are  to  be    established  by 
the  County  Court  upon  petition  of  5  0  percent  of  the  property  owners  along  the 
road.      (Ch.    184,  H.B.    135,   approved  March  20.) 

Louisiana  -  State  Planning  Commission  Enlarged.  (See  Governmental 
St  ructure . ) 

Mississippi  -  Restoration  of  Forest  Lands.  Memorializes  Congress  to 
enact  legislation  which  would  authorize  the  acquisition  of  forest  lands  ad- 
jacent to  highways,  roads  or  trails  that  are  constructed  in  some  part  with  the 
aid  of  Federal  funds,  in  order  that  the  natural  beauty  along  Federal  and  State 
highways  may  be  restored.      (H.C.P..  52.) 

Mississippi  -  State  Board  of  Deve lopment.     (See  Services  to  Agriculture.) 

Virginia  -  Outdoor  Advertising.  Certain  sections  of  the  3938  Outdoor 
Advertising  Law  have  been  re -written.  The  most  significant  changes  are  as 
follows:  (a)  the  definition  of  advertising  is  broadened  to  include  political 
advertising;  (b)  the  feesystemis  revised  on  a  scalar  basis  from  50<f  to  $3.00 
on  signs  of  le*ss  than  six  hundred  square  feet  and  an  additional  $1.00  for  each 
additional  two  hundred  square  feet;  (c)  transfers  of  licenses  and  permits  to 
successor  concerns  will  be  issued  upon  payment  of  25  percent  of  the  original 
license;  (d)  no  posting  of  signs  is  to  be  allowed  on  buildings,  walls,  fences 
or  rocks  unless  they  are  covered  by  a  permit;  and  (e)  it  is  forbidden  to  ad- 
vertise cities,  counties,  historic  places  or  shrines  without  consent  of  the 
proper  authorities.  (Ch.  234,  S.B.  202,  approved  March  26;  amends  Sec. 
2154(238)  et  seq. ,    1938  Supplement  to  the  1936  Code.) 

Virginia  -  County  Building  Permits.  Authorizes  county  boards  of  super- 
visors not  already  having  that  power,  to  require  anyone  who  wishes  to  construct 
or  improve  any  permanent  building  worth  over  $5  00  to  first  obtain  a  permit. 
Apparently  the  permit  system  is  merely  designed  to  facilitate  the  keeping  of 
records,  inasmuch  as  the  county  authorities  have  no  discretion  to  refuse  a 
permit  or  to  charge  a  fee  for  its  issuance.  Pre-existing  legislation  already 
provides  a  mandatory  permit  system  for  certain  of  the  more  populous  counties 
(Ch.   394,  H.B.   457,   approved  April  1.) 

PUBLIC  FINANCE 

California  -  Bond  Validating  Act.  Proceedings  for  issuing,  selling  or 
exchanging  the  bonds  of  all  public  bodies,  including  nearly  every  kind  of 
political  subdivision,  heretofore  organized  and  operating  under  color  of  law 
are  retroactively  confirmed  and  validated  to  the  extent  of  correcting  "defects, 
irregularities,  and  ministerial  errors  in  complying  with  statutory  requirements 
which  the  legislature  originally  could  have  omitted  from  the  law..."  (Ch.  16, 
A.E.   44,   approved  February  26.) 

California  -  Orange  County  Flood  Control  Bonds.     (See  Conservation.) 
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Kentucky  -  State  School  Fund  Amendments.  Submits  to  the  voters  an 
amendment  to  the  State  Constitution,  to  free  ten  percent  (estimated  to  be 
something  in  excess  of  $1,000,000)  for  distribution  to  local  school  districts 
on  other  than  a  "census  pupil"  basis.  (S.B.  110,  approved  March  18.  Would 
amend  Section  186  of  the  State  Constitution.) 

Louisiana  -  Parish  Highway  Bonds.  Creates  a  Parish  Highway  Fund  Com- 
mission composed  of  the  Chairman  and  Chief  Counsel  of  the  Louisiana  Highway 
Commission,  the  Attorney  General,  and  one  member  from  each  house  of  the  legis- 
lature: to  investigate  the  situation  with  respect  to  bonds  issued  by  parishes 
to  finance  bridges  which  have  since  been  taken  over  by  the  State,  and  to 
devise  ways  and  means  of  relieving  parishes  of  financial  burdens  thereby 
imposed.     (Act  189,  H.B.   979,   approved  July  12.) 

New  York  -  County  Appropriation  for  Soil  Conservation.  (See  Conserva- 
tion. ) 

South  Carolina  -  State  School  Levy.  Repeals  the  one-mill  State  School 
Tax  Levy.      (Ratification  No.    1167,   S.    1598,  H.B.   2013,   approved  May  25.) 

Virginia  -  County  School  Bonds  Validated.     If  a  qualified  majority 
voted  in  favor  of  the  issuance  of  bonds  to  be  used  in  funding  school  indebted- 
ness, both  the  election  and  the  bonds  issued  pursuant  to  it  are  validated, 
notwithstanding  any  procedural  irregularities.      (Ch.   73,  H.B.    168,  approved 
February  23  .) 

Virginia  -  Temporary  Loans  to  School  Boards.  Repeals  the  requirement 
that  no  additional  temporary  loans  may  be  made  to  school  boards  until  all 
prior  temporary  loans  are  paid.  (Ch.  133,  S.B.  156,  approved  March  6;  amends 
Section  675,   193  6  Code. 

Virginia  -  Distribution  of  State  School  Aid.  Grants  certain  indul- 
gences during  the  academic  year  1939-  194-0  to  poor  counties  in  connection  with 
the  distribution  of  State  school  aid.      (Ch.   374,   S.B.    336,   approved  April  1.) 

PUBLIC  LAND  ADMINISTRATION 

Acquisition,  Sale,  Lease  and  Exchange 

Cal if orn  ra  -  Land  Pol  icy  Act.  (A.B.  47.)  This  Act  establishes  a  cer- 
tain and  comprehensive  state  policy  with  respect  to  the  handling  of  tax  re- 
verted lands,  encompassing  the  following  elements:  (a)  The  rights  of  redemption 
of  tax  delinquent  properties  are  clearly  defined  and  limited;  (b)  At  the  end 
of  the  five-year  redemption  period,  title  to  delinquent  property  automatically 
and  definitively  vests  in  the  State;  (c)  The  time  within  which  law  suits  may 
be  instituted  to  attack  allegedly  defective  tax  titles  is  limited  to  one  year, 
(d)  Property  to  which  the  State  has  taken  tax  deed  is  to  be  classified  as  to 
its  most  appropriate  use  before  being  disposed  of.  These  various  elements  are 
covered  in  considerable  detail. 
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In  order  to  implement  "(d)",  provision  is  made  for  a  Land  Classification 
Commission,  composed  of  three  members  appointed  by  the  Governor.  Che  of  these 
is  to  be  an  agricultural  economist,  another  a  tax  expert,  and  the  third  an 
authority  in  conservation  and  planning.  A  procedure  is  set  up,  under  its 
jurisdiction,  whereby  all  tax  deeded  property  is  initially  classified  in  a 
tentative  manner  by  the  State  Comptroller  or  some  agency  designated  by  him, 
but  subject  to  a  final  classification  by  the  Commission.  Until  final  classi- 
fication   is  completed,    tax  deeded  property  may  be  rented,   but  not  sold. 

The  classification  may  include,  but  is  not  limited  to,  the  following 
classes:  (1)  Property  suitable  for  public  uses;  (2)  property  suitable  for 
private  ownership;  (3)  wasteland  in  need  of  rehabilitation.  No  property  may 
be  classified  for  public  use  unless  some  State  or  local  agency  has  expressed 
its  willingness  to  accept  it  for  administration;  nor  may  more  than  five  per- 
cent of  the  assessed  valuation  of  any  county  be  classified  for  public  use 
except  by  consent  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  Moreover,  any  agency  to  which 
land  has  been  transferred  for  administration  must  reach  an  agreement  with  the 
County  Board  of  Supervisors  as  to  reimbursement,  not  exceeding  the  amount 
which  would  have  been  necessary  to  redeem  the  property  at  the  time  tax  deed 
was  taken.  All  property  not  classified  as  suitable  for  public  use  (or  as 
wasteland)  is  subject  to  sale  by  the  county  tax  collector  at  public  auction 
to  the  highest  bidder.      (Ch.   47,    1940  Special  Sess. ,   passed  May  24,  1940.) 

Kentucky  -  Municipal  Recreation  Project.  Cities  of  all  classes  are 
given  thepowerto  develop  and  operate  municipal  recreational  projects,  includ- 
ing golf  courses,  tennis  courts,  swimming  pools,  bridle  paths  and  other  similar 
facilities,  either  inside  or  outside  corporate  limits.  Cities  desiring  to 
avail  themselves  of  this  authority  are  directed  to  provide  for  a  three-man 
City  Pecreational  Commission,  which  will  have  general  control  and  supervision 
over  all  phases  of  the  project.  The  work  may  be  financed  through  the  sale  of 
bonds,  so  long  as  they  are  not  guaranteed  except  by  the  earmarking  of  income 
derived  from  the  project.  (Ch.  120,  H.B.  41,  approved  March  12  with  an 
emergency  clause. 

Kentucky  -  Parks  and  Recreation  Areas.  Cities  of  all  classes  may 
acquire  lands  suitable  for  park  and  recreation  purposes,  at  any  place  reason- 
ably acceptable  to  their  inhabitants  whether  within  or  without  the  city  limits. 
It  is  required  that  a  commission  be  appointed  to  administer  the  projects  and 
to  select  necessary  employees;  the  National  Park  Service  is  to  be  asked  for 
advice  in  selecting  employees.      (Ch.    140,   S.B.    234,   approved  March  22.) 

Kentucky  -  Sportsmen's  Conservation  Fund.     (See  Conservation.) 

Kentucky  -  Mississippi  River  Parkway.     (See  Governmental  Cooperation.) 

Louisiana  -  Fish  and  Game  Preserves.  A  series  of  acts  provide  respec- 
tively for  the  establishment  of  fish  and  game  preserves  at  Mantachi  Lake, 
Iatts  Lake,  Saline  Bayou,  "Winn-Natchitoches",  Little  River,  "Avoyelles", 
Black  Bayou,  Bienville,  Cheniere  Break  and  the  Spanish  Lake  State  Game  and 
Fish  Preserve  in  Iberia  and  St.  Martin  Parishes.  (Acts  26,  27,  29,  32  and  39, 
approved  July  6;  Acts  87  and  88   approved  July  9;   and  Act  261,   approved  July  18.) 
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Louisiana  -  Wildlife  in  National  Forests.  Consents  to  the  exercise 
of  Federal  rule-making  power  for  protecting  wildlife  in  national  forests. 
Furthermore,  authority  is  given  the  Conservation  Commission  to  enter  into  co- 
operative agreements  with  the  Federal  Government  for  the  development,  protec 
tion  and  management  of  wildlife  resources  in  national  forests,  and  penalties 
are  provided  for  violations  of  the  rules  and  regulations  made  thereunder  by 
the  Conservation  Commission.      (Act  52,  S,E.    18,   approved  July  9.) 

Louisiana  -  State  Park  Development.  Codifies,  clarifies  and  expands 
existing  statutes  providing  for  the  acquisition,  development  and  maintenance 
of  State  parks,  camps  and  recreational  facilities.  New  matter  includes  pro- 
visions for  the  exercise  of  eminent  domain  and  for  joint  activity  with  the 
Federal  Government  pursuant  to  cooperative  agreement.  (Act  97,  S.B.  132, 
approved  July  10.) 

Louisiana  -  Pittman-Robertson  Act.  Assents  to  the  Federal  Pittman- 
Robertson  Wildlife  Restoration  Act,  and  makes  necessary  provisions  for  the 
State's  participation  in  its  benefits.  (For  a  list  of  the  43  other  States 
which  have  enacted  similar  legislation,  see  Bulletin  5),  p.  26.)  (Act  118, 
H.B.   556,   approved  July  10.) 

Louisiana  -  Leasing  Mineral  Lands.  Establishes  a  ccdified  system 
governing  the  lease,  through  the  method  of  sealed  bidding,  of  mineral  lands 
belonging  to  the  State  or  any  of  its  agencies,  departments,  institutions  or 
political  subdivisions.  The  entity  owning  or  in  possession  of  mineral  land 
is  vested  with  "full  authority  to  lease,  "  which  it  may  exercise  either  directly, 
in  accordance  with  procedure  set  forth  in  this  Act,  or  through  the  State 
Mineral  Board.  In  no  case,  however,  may  a  lease  become  effective  without 
approval  from  the  Mineral  Board}  nor  may  any  one  lease  cover  more  than  five 
thousand  acres.      (Act  162,  S.B.   227,  approved  July  12.) 

Louisiana  -  Leasing  Non-Mineral  Lands.  This  Act  sets  up  a  codified 
system  governing  the  lease  of  non-mineral  lands  belonging  to  the  State  or  any 
of  its  departments,  agencies,  institutions  or  political  subdivisions.  The 
entity  having  title  or  possession  may  directly  and  on  its  own  motion  lease 
any  of  its  lands  for  agriculture,  trapping,  grazing,  hunting,  or  other  non-mineral 
purposes,  through  competitive  sealed  bidd  ing,  under  such  terms  as  it  deems  to 
its  best  interest ;  provided  that  no  one  lessee  may  obtain  more  than  640  acres 
all  told,  nor  assign,  sublease  or  otherwise  transfer  his  interest,  inasmuch 
as  the  avowed  purpose  of  this  Act  is  to  "allow  the  individual  lessee  to  lease 
lands  fromthe  State  in  preference  to  syndicated  land  holders  or  corporations*  " 
and  provided  further  that  the  maximum  lease  period  is  five  years,  and  the 
minimum  annual  rental  25  cents  an  acre,  payable  in  advance.  The  Act  further 
embodies  criminal  penalties,  and  stipulates  automatic  cancellation -of  a  lease 
on  the  lessee's  failure  to  fulfil  its  terms  or  the  provisions  of  the  law. 
(Act  170,  H.B.  427,  approved  July  12.) 

Louisiana  -  Proceeds  from  Hunt ing  and  F ish i ng  Licenses.  (See  Conserva- 
tion. ) 

Louisiana  -  Mississippi  River  Parkway.     {See  Governmental  Cooperation.  ) 
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Louisiana  -  State  Park  Commiss  ion.     (See  Governmental  Structure.) 

Mississippi  -  "Lieu  "  Land  Sales.    Submits  to  the  voters  a  constitutional 
amendment  which  would  legalize  the  sale  of  lands  granted  in  lieu  of  16th 
section  school  lands.      If  adopted,   this  amendment  would  change  the  existing 
provision  which  authorizes  the  leasing  of  these  lands  for  10  to  25  years  but 
does  not  authorize  their  sale.      (H.C.R.    29  proposing  amendment  to  Section  211 
of  the  Constitution.) 

Mississippi  -  Conservation  Week  in  the  Schools.     (See  Conservation.) 

Mississippi  -  Miss  iss  i  pp  i  R  iver  Parkway.     (See  Governmental  Cooperation.) 

New  York  -  Acquisition  of  Lands  by  Park  Districts.  After  the  establish- 
ment of  a  part  district  and  acquisition  of  the  initial  property,  a  town  board 
may,  upon  receipt  of  a  supplementary  petition,  acquire  additional  property  for 
park  uses.  It  is  necessary  that  the  board  hold  a  hearing  on  the  petition  be- 
fore it  makes  final  decision,  and  then  it  must  obtain  permission  from  the 
State  Department  of  Audit  and  Control.  (Ch.  702,  A.  2623,  approved  April  22j 
adds  a  new  section  to  Ch.    634,  Laws  of  1932.) 

New  York  -  Consent  to  Federal  Acquisition  of  Land.  (See  Governmental 
Cooperat  ion. ) 

New  York  -  Disposal  of  Unnecessary  Property.  Any  unneeded  real  or 
personal  property  belonging  to  an  improvement  district,  may  be  either  sold  or 
leased  after  a  public  hearing  before  the  town  board  Receipts  from  the  sale 
or  lease  are  to  be  paid  to  the  supervisor  of  the  town  and  credited  to  the 
district  for  expenditure  in  connection  with  any  lawful  purpose.  (Ch.  365,  S. 
2401,  approved  April  10,  adds  a  new  subd  ivis  ion  t o  Sec     198,  Ch.  634,  Laws  1932.) 

New  York  -  Communal  Forests.  Grants  additional  power  to  the  governing 
bodies  of  political  subdivisions  tosellthe  produce  of  their  communal  forests. 
(Ch.  249,  A.  2394,  approved  March  30,  amends  Subdivision  3,  Sec.  60,  Ch.  647, 
Laws  of  1911.) 

New  York  -  Living  Snow  Fences.  County  Boards  of  Supervisors  are  author- 
ized to  acquire  perpetual  easements  along  State  and  county  highways  on  which 
to  plant  trees  or  shrubbery  for  permanent  living  snow  barriers.  Acquisi- 
tion costs  are  to  be  financed  as  are  highway  rights  of  wayj  and  the  cost  of 
planting  and  maintenance  is  tobe  charged  to  snow  removal.  (Ch  836,  A.  1901j 
adds  a  new  subdivision  to  section  30  of  Ch.    63,  Laws  1936.) 

New  York  -  Exchange  of  Lands  and  Waters.     In  order  to  facilitate    ac  - 
quisition  of  landby  the  superintendent  of  public  works  for  use  in  the  develop 
ment  of  canals,   he  is  authorized  to  exchange  unneeded  lands  and  waters  for 
needed  lands  of  equivalent  value.      (Ch.    184,  approved  March  18,  added  Sec.  43 
to  Ch.  542,  Laws  of  1939.) 

South  Carolina  -  Commerce  Development  Board.  (See  Services  to  Agri- 
culture . ) 
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Virginia  -  Public  Forests.  Governing  bodies  of  counties,  cities  or 
towns  are  given  authority  to  develop  public  forests,  either  on  land  already 
owned  by  them  or  upon  land  specifically  acquired  for  the  purpose.  However, 
outside  land  cannot  be  acquired  without  consent  from  the  governing  body  having 
jurisdiction.  The  State  Conservation  Commission  may,  without  charge,  supply 
forest  tree  seedlings  from  its  nurseries  and  furnish  technical  assistance  and 
supervision.      (Ch.   40,   S.B.   37,   approved  February  14.) 

Virginia  -  Leasing  Conservation  Lands.  Areas  not  larger  than  25  acres 
for  any  one  park  controlled  by  the  Virginia  Conservation  Commission,  which 
are  not  needed  for  general  recreational  or  other  public  purposes,  may  be 
leased  by  the  Commission  subject  to  gubernatorial  approval,  for  periods  up  to 
five  years.  Easements  may  be  granted  to  public  service  corporations  for  ten 
year  periods.      (Ch.    188,   S.B.    52,   approved  March  13.) 

Virginia  -  Interim  Forestry  Commission.     (See  Forestry.) 

SERVICES  TO  AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural  Promotion 

Louisiana  -  Rice  Development.  Creates  a  State  Pice  Development  Commis- 
sion. In  order  to  finance  its  activities  in  promoting  rice  sales,  conducting 
research,  developing  new  uses  for  rice  and  rice  products,  and  cooperating 
with  similar  commissions  in  Texas  and  Arkansas,  a  tax  of  2<f  per  100  pounds  is 
levied  on  all  rice  milled  m  Louisiana  (provided  Texas  and  Arkansas  do  like- 
wise) .  The  funds  so  gathered  are  to  be  remitted  directly  to  the  Commission 
for  expenditure  by  it,  and  the  Commission  is  empowered  to  insure  and  enforce 
collections.      (Act  112,  H.E.   300,  approved  July  10.) 

Louisiana  -  Agricultural  Legislation.  Puts  the  Legislature  on  record 
as  unreservedly  favoring  enactment  of  "reasonable,  sound  and  progressive 
legislation  that  will  not  be  simply  a  political  gesture"  to:  (a)  aid  needy 
farmers,  and  better  agricultural  marketing  conditions,  and  (b)  more  liberally 
finance  State  colleges  so  that  they  will  be  able  adequately  to  give  four  full 
years  of  college  education  to  "at  least  a  substantial  number  of  those  un- 
fortunate boys  and  girls  who  through  no  fault  of  their  own  have  not  sufficient 
funds  to  attend  a  college  or  university"     (Act  403,   S.C.R.  25.) 

Mississippi  -  Fact  Finding  Committee.  Provides  for  the  appointment  of 
a  three  member  House  Legislative  Committee  known  as  the  "Agricultural  Fact 
Finding  Committee,"  financed  by  an  appropriation  of  $6,000  to  defray  expenses. 
Its  mission  is  generally  to  investigate  and  report  on  agricultural  conditions 
of  the  State,  and  particularly  to  formulate  and  recommend  a  State-wide  market  - 
ing program.      (K,B.  27.) 

Mississippi  -  Board  of  Development.  Creates  the  Mississippi  Board  of 
Development  which  consolidates  and  replaces  the  Industrial  Commission  and  the 
State  Planning  Commission^  and  repeals  1936  leg islat ion  which  authorized  local 
units  of  Government  to  undertake  industrial  enterprises  or  to  subsidize 
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private  industrial  enterprises,  although  vested  rights  are  not  disturbed.  The 
new  Board  of  Development  is  vested  with  the  usual  functions  of  a  State  Planning 
Board  together  with  certain  duties  in  connection  with  encouraging  the  growth 
of  industry  in  the  State.  Of  particular  interest  to  the  readers  of  this 
Bulletin  are  its  duties  to  "make  studies  of  land  utilization"  and  land  classi- 
fication, and  to  conduct  surveys  and  make  maps  "pertaining  to  soil  conditions, 
land  use,  land  classification,  population  distribution,  schools,  parks  and 
playground  development,  parkways,  drainage,  flood  control,  subdivision  control 
and  other  matters  involving  the  physical,  social  and  economical  development" 
of  the  State  and  its  subdivisions.      (H.B.   364,   approved  August  26.) 

Mississippi  -  Freight  Rate  Investigation.  Provides  for  the  cooperation 
of  the  Attorney  General  with  the  southeastern  group  of  States  in  all  cases  of 
common  interest  now  pending  before  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  with 
respect  to  freight  rate  reductions.      (H,B  1044.) 

South  Carolina  -  Commerce  Development  Board.  Establishes,  incorporates 
and  charters  the  "South  Carolina  Commerce  Development  Board"  as  a  body  politic 
owned  by,  and  operated  for  the  benefit  of,  the  people  of  South  Carolina:  for 
the  primary  object  of  doing  such  things  as  may  be  necessary  to  develop  and 
improve  commerce  and  transportation  within  the  State  and  with  other  States  or 
foreign  countries.  This  board  is  granted  very  sweeping  powers,  outlined  in 
32  paragraphs  including  the  following  (a)  to  build,  acquire,  construct  and 
maintain  power  houses  and  all  other  structures,  ways  and  means  necessary  or 
useful  for  the  construction  and  ope  rat  ion  of  highways,  railways  and  communica- 
tions, so  long  as  any  electric  power  produced  by  the  Board  or  any  of  its  tele 
phone  or  telegraph  systems  shall  be  used  exclusively  by  it>  (b)  to  acquire, 
build,  equip  and  operate  railways  and  highways  or  other  means  of  transporta- 
tion, (c)  to  engage  in  bus  mess  of  a  common  carrier  of  freight  or  passengers 
for  hirej  (d)  particularly,  to  build  and  operate  a  railway  or  highway  connect- 
ing the  western  part  of  South  Carolina  with  the  eastern  part  of  Tennessee* 

(e)  to  establish  public  parks  or  playgrounds  for  the  use  of  the  people,  sub- 
ject to  such  charges  and  other  rules  and  regulations  as   it  may  promulgate, 

(f)  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  proper  to  prevent  soil  erosion  and  floods  in 
the  area  served  by  it ;  (g)  to  cooperate  with  the  Federal  Government  in  further- 
ing the  national  defense,  (h)  to  take  such  measures  as-  may  seem  desirable  to 
effectuate  savings  and  reductions  in  transportation  charges,  (i)  to  cooperate 
with  health  authorities,  (j )  to  do  other  related  things,  and  to  possess  and 
exercise  such  borrowing,  financial  and  other  powers  as  may  be  necessary  to 
achieve  its  objectives  The  Board,  its  operations,  property  and  income,  are 
exempt  from  all  taxes,  licenses,  assessments,  impositions  or  fees  of  any  kind 
whatsoever,  whether  direct  or  indirect,   and  by  whatever  authority  imposed. 

(Act   1257,  H.    1944,   S,    1837,   approved  May  31.) 

Seed  and  Fertilizer  Inspection 

Kentucky  -  Certification  of  Seed.  Prov ides  for  the  official  certifica- 
tion by  the  Kentucky  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  or  any  agency  designated 
by  it,  of  certain  kinds  of  seed  and  pLant  parts  intended  for  propagation.  The 
certification  work  is  to  be  earned  on  on  a  self  supporting  basis  but  without 
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financial  profit  and  the  agency  performing  the  work  is  authorized  to  announce 
rules,  regulations,  definitions  and  procedures  as  may  be  needed.  (Ch.  4,  S.B. 
186,   approved  March  22.) 

Mississippi  -  Labelling  Seed.  Makes  the  statutes  governing  the  labelling 
of  agricultural  seeds  of  fered  for  sale  more  stringent ,  by  adding  to  the  require- 
ments which  must  be  followed  on  the  label.      (H. E.   544,    approved  April  8.) 

Mississippi  -  Fertilizer  Sales.  Tightens  the  law  governing  the  regis- 
tration, labelling,  analysis  and  sale  of  fertilizers.  The  analysis  tag  is 
hereafter  required  to  state  whether  the  fertilizer  is  acid  forming  or  non- 
acid  forming.  Fertilizers  containing  phosphoric  acid  or  potash,  in  addition 
to  those  containing  nitrogen,  are  not  now  to  be  sold  unless  the  degree  of 
availability  of  these  elements  shall  have  been  approved  by  a  board  consisting 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  the  State  Chemist  and  the  Director  of  the 
Experiment  Station.  This  board,  moreover,  is  required  yearly  to  publish  and 
to  furnish  to  fertilizer  manufacturers  a  list  of  the  grades  and  materials  to 
be  registered.  Every  manufacturer  or  distributor  of  fertilizer  is  required 
to  notify  the  agricultural  commissioner  of  every  shipment  of  fertilizer, 
stating  the  brand,  formula  and  amount,  within  24  hours  of  shipment.  (H.B. 
651,   approved  April  15.) 

South  Carolina  -  Seed  inspection.  Provides  a  system  for  the  analysis 
and  inspection  of  agricultural,  vegetable  and  flower  seed  offered  for  sale  or 
distribution  within  the  State,  and  confers  upon  the  State  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  the  Agricultural  Commissioner  the  duty  of  making  necessary  rules 
and  regulations,  and  enforcing  the  terms  of  the  Act.  (Act  1244,  H.  541,  S. 
492,   approved  May  28.) 

Virginia  -  Marketing  Agricultural  Lime.  Regulations  with  respect  to 
the  analysis  of  agricultural  lime,  liming  material,  and  potash  lime  compounds, 
are  made  more  stringent,  as  to  both  testing,  and  labelling.  (Ch.  160,  H.R. 
128,   approved  March  5,   amends  Section  1132  and  1137   inclusive,    1936  Code) 

Pests,  Weeds  and  Animal  Diseases. 

California  -  Japanese  Beetle  Control.  Approves  the  continuation  of 
Federal  efforts  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  Japanese  Beetle,  as  being  more 
efficient  than  State  control.  (Res  Ch.  16,  A  J.R.  14,  Special  Session,  filed 
February  26.) 

Louisiana  -  Weed  Control.  Adds  weed  control  authority  to  the  list  of 
municipal  powers,  and  empowers  cities  to  assess  costs  against  offending  or 
negligent  property  owners.      (Act  288,  H  B.   339,   approved  July  19.) 

New  York  -  Indemnity  for  Condemned  Animals.  Existing  statutory  provi- 
sions are  amended  so  that  in  figuring  the  amount  of  compensation  to  be  paid 
to  the  owner  of  a  cow  killed  to  prevent  the  spread  of  tuberculosis  or  Bang's 
disease,  the  $150  maximum  may  be  made  for  pure-bred  animals  less  than  three 
years  old  which  are  eligible  for  registration  and  upon  which  an  application 
for  registration  has  been   filed  prior  to  the  date   of   appraisal.  All 
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unregistered  animals  over  that  age  are  to  be  paid  for  at  the  "grade"  value. 
The  previous  age  limitation  had  been  two  years.  (Ch.  93,  S.  1993, • approved 
March  6;   amends  subdivision  1  of  Section  88,  Ch.   48,  Laws  of  1922.) 

Virginia  -  Noxious  Weeds  Along  State  Highways.  The  planting  of  "devils 
shoestring,  "  "Johnson  grass"  or  "barberry"  along  State  Highways  by  the  State 
Highway  Commission,  presumably  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  grade  from 
erosion,  is  now  forbidden  in  counties  where  the  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
declared  that  these  weeds  are  injurious  to  adjacent  property.  While  the  State 
Highway  Commission  is  then  expected  to  destroy  any  of  the  above  weeds  already 
planted,  the  owners  of  lands  adjacent  to  the  roads  may  lawfully  destroy  these 
or  any  other  plants  which  are  or  may  become  injurious  to  their  property. 
(Ch.   219,  H.E.   332,   approved  March  16.) 

Virginia  -  Animal  Diseases.  Amends  certain  sections  of  the  Code  re- 
lating to  the  control,  eradication  and  localization  of  communicable  diseases 
of  livestock  and  poult ry,  with  particular  emphasis  on  intra=state  quarantines, 
the  control  of  Bang' s  disease  and  bovine  tuberculosis,  and  fixing  more  direct 
responsibilities  on  the  State  veterinarian.  (Ch.  423,  S.B.  101,  approved 
April  1.) 

Research  and  Education 

Mississippi  -  Agricultural  Extension.  Authorizes  the  various  county 
boards  of  supervisors  to  furnish  office  space  and  office  supplies  to  county 
extension  and  home  agents.      (S.B.    85,   approved  February  23.) 

Mississippi  -  Soil  Survey.  Empowers  any  county  to  make  one  levy  of 
one-half  mill  to  be  used  for  cooperating  with  the  Experiment  Station  and  the 
Federal  Department  of  Agriculture  in  making  a  local  soil  survey  and  land 
classification.      (H.B.    696,   approved  April  26.) 

Mississippi  -  Animal  Husbandry  Departments.  Authorizes  counties  to 
levy  a  tax  not  exceeding  1/2  mill  on  the  dollar  to  help  defray  the  expenses 
of  maintaining  local  oint  extension  departments  of  animal  husbandry.  (H.B. 
107,   approved  February  23.) 

South  Carolina  -  Preservation  of  Farm  Products.  Confers  upon  the  State 
Rural  Electrification  Authority  all  powers  necessary  or  requisite  to  furnish- 
ing services  for  the  preservation  of  farm  products  at  reasonable  rates.  (Act 
1215,   S.    1237,  H.    1303,   approved  May  25.) 

TAXATION 

Real  Property  Assessment ,  Levy  and  Collection 

California  -  Land  Policy  Act.     (See  Public  Land  Administration.) 

Mississippi  -  Tax  Structure  Investigation.  Establishes  a  five-member 
investigating  committee  to  make  a  thorough  study  of  the  State's  tax  structure. 
(H.R.  25.) 

Mississippi  -  Validation  of  Tax  Forfeited  Land  Titles.  The  courts, 
under  this  Act,  are  granted  "large  discretion  and  far  reaching  powers  in  the 
matter  of  establishing  and  fixing  the  validity  of  land  patents  issued  by  the 
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State."  The  only  grounds  on  which  the  court  may  refuse  to  validate  title  are: 
(a)  that  the  State  never  had  actually  acquired  title;  (b)  that  the  purchase 
price  was  not  paid;  or  (c)  that  "actual  fraud"  was  committed  by  the  purchaser, 
although  errors,  omissions  or  incorrect  statements  in  purchasers'  application 
papers  are  declared  not  to  constitute  such  actual  fraud.  (H.B.  101,  approved 
April  22.) 

New  York  -  Priority  of  Tax  Liens.  In  the  absence  of  local  laws  with 
respect  to  the  priority  of  tax  liens  held  by  particular  taxing  districts, 
those  of  later  date  are  successively  superior  to  those  attaching  in  preceding 
years;  and  likewise,  all  tax  liens  attaching  against  the  same  parcel  of 
property  in  the  same  year  have  equal  rank.  This  law  does  not  apply  in  Erie 
County.  (Ch.  303,  A.  2912,  approved  April  18;  adds  Art.  IV-B  to  Ch.  62,  Laws 
1909.) 

New  York  -  Tax  Limitations.  Whenever  counties,  cities  or  villages  pay 
for  capital  improvements  by  direct  budgetary  appropriation  or  by  issuing  short 
term  certificates  of  indebtedness,  the  necessary  taxes  may  be  excluded  in  whole 
or  in  part  from  the  Constitutional  tax  limitation  The  total  amount  required 
will  then  be  considered  as  indebtedness  equivalent  to  bonds  payable  in  equal 
annual  installments  over  the  period  of  the  probable  usefulness  of  the  capital 
improvement  involved.  (Ch.  5  92,  A.  1791,  approved  April  17;  adds  a  new  section 
to  Ch.   2  9,  Laws  of  1909.) 

South  Carolina  -  State  School  Levy.     (See  Public  Finance.) 

Virginia  -  Assessment  Equalization  Boards.  Expands  section  344  of  the 
Tax  Code,  which  relates  to  the  appointment  of  local  boards  of  assessment 
equalization.  Provisions  for  such  boards  in  cities  are  added  to  existing 
paragraphs  providing  for  them  in  counties.  A  number  of  new  paragraphs  relate 
to  their  composition,  compensation  and  prerogatives.  (Ch.  378,  H.B.  162, 
approved  April  1.) 

Virginia  -  Tax  Liens.  Amends  the  section  of  the  Tax  Code  relating  to 
enforcement  of  tax  liens,  by  adding  a  clause  which  stipulates  that  such  liens 
shall  continue  to  be  prior  to  all  others  until  actual  payment  of  delinquent 
taxes  shall  have  been  made.      (Ch.   379,  H.B.    166,   approved  April  1.) 

Exemptions  and  Indulgences 

Louisiana  -  Legislative  Indulgence  Statutes.  Ratif ies  all  certificates 
of  property  redemption  issued  by  the  State  Land  Office  in  accordance  with  the 
property  tax  indulgence  statutes  of  1934,  1935,  1936,  1938,  unless  attacked 
within  six  months  from  the  date  of  approval  of  this  Act.  (Act  256,  H.B.  209, 
approved  July  18.) 

Louisiana  -  Exemptions  for  New  Enterprises.  Proposes  a  constitutional 
amendment  which  would  discontinue,  within  three  years,  the  present  power  of 
the  State  Board  of  Commerce  and  Industry  to  make  tax  exemption  agreements  with 
new  manufacturing  establishments.  Moreover,  the  scope  of  the  exempting  power 
is  further  restricted  through  definition  of  "manufacturing  establishments." 
(Act  399,   S.B.   211,   July  1.) 
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Louisiana  -  Legislative  Indulgences-    Authorizes  all  taxing  units  to 
postpone  until  October   15,    1940,   the  payment  of  ad  valorem  taxes  where  emer- 
gencies exist  on  account  of  economic  or  physical  disaster.      (Act  400,  S.C.P. 
1,   approved  June  4.) 

Louisiana  -  Exemption  of  Rural  Electrification  Cooperatives.  (See 
Cooperatives. ) 

Mississippi  -  Legislative  Indulgences.  Authorizes  county  boards  to 
postpone  taxsales  from  April  until  September  1940.    (H.'B.   55,   approved  March  5.) 

Mississippi  -  Homestead  Exemptions.  Codifies  the  statutes  providing 
for  homestead  exemption  and  makes  certain  changes  which  have  the  effect  of 
clarifying  administrative  procedures  and  broadening  exemption  eligibility. 
Among  other  things,  the  definitions  of  "home"  and  "head  of  a  family"  are 
liberalized;  and  it  is  further  provided  that  the  value  of  improvements  added 
to  a  property  may  be  applied  against  the  ten  percent  equity  now  required  be- 
fore a  purchaser  may  become  eligible  for  the  exemption  (F.B.  1082,  approved 
May  8.) 

New  Jersey  -  Delinquent  Taxes.  Governing  bodies  of  municipalities  may 
provide  by  resolution  for  the  acceptance  of  delinquent  tax  payments  on  taxes 
due  as  of  January  1,  1940,  in  installments  spread  over  a  period  of  not  to 
exceed  five  years.     (Ch.    14,  A.   37,   approved  February  28.) 

New  Jersey  -  Discount  for  Prepayment.  The  legislat ive  body  of  a  county 
is  authorized  by  resolution  to  fix  the  rate  of  discount  to  be  allowed  for 
advance  payment  of  county  taxes.  The  discount  rate  cannot  exceed  6  percent 
and  will  not  be  allowed  unless  payment  is  made  more  than  30  days  in  advance. 
(Ch.   21,  A.   5  6,   approved  March  30.) 

Virginia  -  Legislative  Indulgences.  Authorizes  Russel,  Tazewell, 
Buchanan,  Northampton  and  Accomack  counties  to  release  penalties,  interests 
and  costs  accrued  as  the  consequence  of  nonpayment  of  real  property  taxes  for 
1938  and  previous  years. 

Empowers  certain  counties  to  release  accrued  penalties,  interests  and 
costs  on  tax  delinquent  property  for  1939  and  previous  years.  (Ch.  400  and 
431,  S.B.   25  8  and  4-20,   approved  April  1  and  2.) 

Payments  in  Lieu  of  Taxes 

California  -  Federal  Payments  in  Lieu  of  Taxes.  Declaring  that  20, 000, 000 
acres  of  tax-free  land  estimated  to  be  worth  $190,000,000  belongs  to  the 
Federal  Government  in  Calif ornla,  the  legislature  goes  on  record  as  favoring 
the  enactment  by  Congress  of  H  R.  450b  and  HP.  4833  providing  for  Federal 
payments  to  county  governments.  (Res.  Ch.  26,  A.  J.R.  19,  Special  Session, 
filed  February  24.) 

Louisiana  -  Property  Tax  Relief  Fund.  Greatly  simplifies  the  former 
complicated  system  of  distributing  the  Property  Tax  Relief  Fund  which  was  set 
up  to  reimburse  the  various  political  subdivisions  and  funds  of  the  State  for 
losses  resulting  from  the  homestead  exemption  law.  Furthermore,  surpluses 
are  now  covered  over  into  the  general  treasury  instead  of  being  put  under  the 
control  of  the  "Board  of  Liquidation  of  the  State  Debt  "  (Act  J  22 ,  H.  B.  807, 
approved  July  10.) 
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Mississippi  -  Payments  in  Lieu  of  Taxes.  Memorializes  the  President 
and  Congress  to  provide  reimbursement  to  counties  for  losses  occasioned  by  the 
withdrawal  of  tax  liability  on  lands  owned  by  the  Federal  Government  for  other 
purposes  than  public  buildings.      (H. C. R.  16.) 

Mississippi  -  Concluding  Agreements.  Revises  the  system  for  concluding 
agreements  with  the  United  States  for  payments  in  lieu  of  taxes,  by  authorizing 
counties  to  act  on  behalf  of  all  political  subdivisions  within  their  boundaries 
in  negotiating  and  signing  such  agreements.      (B.B.   721,   approved  May  10.) 

Severance  Taxes 

Louisiana  -  Petroleum  and  Pulpwood.  Increases  the  severance  tax  on  oil 
of  lower  gravities,  so  that  the  rate  now  ranges  from  6<f  to  Il<j:  per  barrel  in- 
stead of  4(f  to  1 1  qt  as  formerly;  and  adds  a  severance  tax  of  6<f  per  cord  on  pulp 
wood.  Further,  makes  certain  changes  in  various  administrative  features  of  the 
severance  tax  statute.      (Act  145,  H.E.   545,  approved  July  12.) 

( 

Louisiana  -  Allocation.  Proposes  to  change  the  allocation  provision  in 
the  severance  tax  section  of  the  Constitution.  Under  this  proposal,  the  global 
maximum  which  could  be  returned  to  the  parish  of  origin  would  be  set  at  $200,  000, 
not  more  than  $100,000  of  which  might  come  from  sulphur.  The  existing  maximum 
is  $300,000,  not  more  than  $200,000  of  which  may  come  from  oil  and  gas  and 
$100,000  from  sulphur.     (Act  392,  B.B.  575.) 

Mississippi   -  Timber  Taxes.     Exempts  all  growing  and  standing  trees  from 
ad  valorem  taxation,   and  substitutes  in  lieu  thereof  a  severance  tax  of  three 
percent,   collectible  by  the  State  Tax  Commission:     to  be  distributed,  one-third 
to  the  State  treasury  and  two-thirds  to  the  counties  of  origin.      (S.B.  372, 
approved  May  11.) 

WELFARE  AND  COMMUNITY  SERVICES 

Rural  Housing1 

Kentucky  -  Rural  Housing  Projects.  Counties  are  authorized  to  engage 
in  the  construction  and  operation  of  low  cost  housing  projects  in  rural  areas 
and  to  create  county  and  regional  housing  commissions  to  administer  them. 
County  commissions  are  to  be  comprised  of  four  members  appointed  by  the  county 
judge,  while  the  regional  commissions  may  be  appointed  by  the  county  judges  of 
two  or  more  counties  acting  cooperatively.  Housing  commissions  have  full 
control  of  housing  projects,  and  may  issue  bonds.  Rentals  are  to  be  fixed  at 
the  lowest  possible  rates  cons  istent  with  efficient  management  and  decent,  safe 
and  sanitary  dwelling  accommodations.  In  selecting  tenants,  commissions  are  re- 
quired to  observe  the  following  rules:  (a)  leases  may  be  made  only  to  low 
income  persons  or  families*  (b)  accommodations  leased  must  be  no  larger  than 
necessary  for  safe  and  sanitary  housing  of  the  proposed  tenants,  and  (c)  tenants 
may  not  be  accepted  if  they  have  annual  incomes  in  excess  of  five  times  the 
annual  rental  of  the  quarters  furnished       (Ch.   23,   S.B.   211,   approved  March  22.) 

'''For  digests  of  urban  housing  legislation,  see  annual  supplement  to  the  Housing  Legal 
Digest    (1601  Eye    St    ,    N.W   ,    Washington,    D  C.) 
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Kentucky  -  Cooperation  with  Housing  Projects.  Authority  is  granted  to 
all  classes  of  political  subdivisions  including  cities,  towns,  villages,  and 
counties  to  assist  in  the  development  of  housing  project  whether  sponsored  by 
Housing  Commissions  or  by  the  Federal  Government.  Aid  may  legally  be  provided 
through  conveyance  or  dedication  of  property  or  the  furnishing  of  parks,  play- 
grounds, streets,  roads,  water,  sewer  or  drainage  facilities.  (Ch.  23,  S.B. 
212,   approved  March  26.) 

Louisiana  -  State  Nous  ing  Author ity.  Expands  the  existing  State  housing 
Authority  Act  by  extending  its  application  to  all  cities  of  over  5,  000  popula- 
tion andtoall  parishes  (counties)  of  over  55 ,  000 .  Previously  the  law  applied 
only  to  cities  of  over  20,000.  The  "finding  of  necessity"  is  reworded  so  as 
to  declare  that  need  for  subsidizing  low  income  housing  exists  "generally  in 
urban  and  rural  areas  throughout  the  State; "  previously  the  legislature  had 
found  necessity  only  in  cities  of  over  20,000.  The  definitions  in  the  Act 
are  reworded  and  expanded  to  meet  its  new  provisions  and  broader  scope. 
Formerly  the  standard  was  "safe  and  sanitary  dwellings;"  now  it  is  "decent, 
safe  and  sanitary  dwellings  without  over -crowding.  " 

Farm  families  of  low  income  are  defined  to  be  those  who  (a)  live  under 
unsafe  and  unsanitary  housing  conditions,  (b)  derive  their  main  income  from 
operating  or  working  on  a  farm,  and  (c)  have  insufficient  income  to  enable 
them  to  obtain  standard  housing  without  financial  assistance.  The  extra- 
territorial jurisdiction  of  cities  is  reduced  from  ten  to  one  mile  outside 
their  boundaries.  The  present  provisions  are  further  amended  by  adding  a 
requirement  for  a  referendum  before  a  local  housing  authority  can  be  established; 
and  by  providing  that,  with  the  city's  consent,  the  parish  housing  authority 
may  operate  within  municipal  limits  as  well  as  in  rural  areas. 

New  sections  also  include  provisions  for:  (a)  The  creation  of  regional 
housing  authorities  through  cooperation  of  two  or  more  parishes  where  it  is 
found  that  a  regional  authority  would  be  more  economical  and  efficient;  (b) 
the  details  of  the  organization  and  the  powers  of  such  regional  authorities; 
(c)  the  manner  in  which  low  income  farm  families  in  need  of  subsidized  dwell- 
ing facilities  mayapplyfor  assistance,  (d)  appointment  by  the  Governor,  with 
consent  of  the  Federal  Government,  of  a  State  Housing  Coordinator  to  serve  as 
a  clearing  house  between  Federal  Government  and  local  housing  authorities, 
and  to  coordinate  and  integrate  housing  activities.  (Act  208,  H.B.  353, 
approved  July  12.) 

Louisiana  -  Low  Cost  Housing.  Amends  Section  2  of  the  1938  Housmg  Law. 
The  effect  of  this  is  merely  to  make  more  positive  the  State's  intent  of 
developing  low  cost  housing  in  both  rural  and  urban  areas.  (Act  210,  H.B.  355, 
approved  July  12.) 

Louisiana  -  Federal  Funds  for  Hous i ng.  Memorializes  Congress  to  speedily 
approve  congressional  S.B.  591,  and  make  available  "funds  for  the  construction 
of  good  homes  for  the  families  of  low  income  and  farm  families  of  low  income 
in  Louisiana,  the  South  and  the  Nation."     (Act  407,  H.C.R.  16.) 

Mississippi  -  Memorial  to  Congress.     Memorializes  Congress  to  approve 
proposed  legislation  which  would  make  funds  available  for  the  construction  of 
homes  for  low  income  farmers  at  a  cost  which  they  can  afford.      (K.C.R.  14.) 
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Pub  He  Improvements 

Kentucky  -  Marking  County  Roads.     (See  Planning  and  Zoning.) 

Louisiana  -  Farm-to-Market  Roads.  Authorizes  the  Highway  Commission 
to  make  over  and  maintain  farm-to-market  roads  built  with  W.P.A.  labor.  (Act 
107,  H.B.  41,  approved  July  9.) 

Mississippi  -  Matching  Federal  Funds.  Authorizes  counties  to  match 
Federal  funds  for  the  purpose  of  building,  hard-surfacing  or  graveling  local 
school  bus  roads;  and  permits  the  use  of  county  labor,  machinery  and  equipment 
for  this  purpose.      (H.B.   5  90,   approved  April  5.) 

Virginia  -  Road  Abandonment.     When  a  new  road  takes  the  place  of  an  old 
one,   the  county  board  of  supervisors  can  "abandon"  the  latter.     The  new  road 
must  first  be  approved  by  the  State  Highway  Commission,   and  the  abandonment 
can  apply  only  to  the  extent  that  the  old  road  is  replaced.      (Ch.   237,  H.R. 
264,   approved  March  27 . ) 

Virginia  -  Cooperation  in  Federal  Public  Works  Projects.  (See  Govern- 
mental Cooperation. ) 

Miscellaneous 

California  -  Agricultural  Labor.  The  state  Relief  Administration  is  re- 
quired to  cooperate  with  the  agricultural  industry,  particularly  the  sugar 
beet  growers  association,  and  any  organized  group  of  farm  owners  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  employment  of  relief  recipients  in  agricultural  pursuits.  (Res. 
Ch.  37,  A.C.R.   14,  Special  Session,   filed  February  25.) 

Mississippi  -  Negro  Education.  Provides  for  a  committee  of  five  to 
study  and  invest igate  negro  education  in  Mississippi  andtomake  recommendations 
to  the  next  regular  session  of  the  legislature.      (H.R.  36.) 

Mississippi  -  Food  Stamp  Plan.  Empowers  counties  and  municipalities  to 
cooperate  with  the  Federal  Surplus  Commodity  Corporation  in  establishing  and 
maintaining  the  food  stamp  plan.      (S.B.    189,   approved  March  13.) 

New  York  -  State  Rural  Rehabilitation  Corporation.  (See  Governmental 
St  ructure ) 

South  Carolina  -  Food  Stamp  Issuing  Office.  The  Treasurer  of  Richland 
County  is  authorized  toborrow  $7500  for  the  purpose,  of  establishing  a  revolving 
fund  for  a  commodity  stamp  issuing  office.  (Ratification  No.  969,  H.  1644,  S. 
1373,   approved  April  15.) 
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SELECTED   BILLS   WHICH   FAILED    TO  PASS 

COOPERATIVES 

Mississippi  -  Agricultural  Cooperatives.  (H.B.  190.)  Would  have  re- 
written and  expanded  existing  legislation  providing  for  agricultural  co- 
operatives. Inadditionto  their  present  powers,  cooperatives  organized  under 
the  law  would  be  empowered  to  form  livestock  insurance  pools,  lease  lands, 
obtain  medical  services  and  engage  in  burial  activities.  (Passed  House; 
failed  in  Senate.) 

FORESTRY 

Mississippi  -  Regulation  of  Forest  Practices.  (S.B.  201.  )  This  is 
so-called  "Forest  Practices  Act"  which  would  have  provided  for  the  regulation 
of  cutting  practices  on  private  timber  land,  so  as  to  promote  forest  conserva- 
tion and  the  quick  restocking  of  cut=over  lands.  It  would  have  been  unlawful 
"to  work  any  new  faces  for  naval  stores,  or  to  cut  for  commercial  use  any 
trees  under  10  inches  in  diameter  unless  there  are  more  than  150  trees  per 
acre  4  inches  or  over  in  diameter,  in  which  event  the  stand  may  be  reduced  to 
a  minimum  of  150well  distributed  t rees  per  acre  4  inches  and  over  in  diameter. 
In  the  event  that  the  cutting  of  trees  10  inches  and  over  in  diameter  will 
leave  less  than  150  trees  per  acre  4  inches  and  over  in  diameter,  then  at 
least  4  seed  trees  10  inches  and  over  m  diameter  must  be  left  standing.  Such 
seed  trees  shall  be  thrifty,  of  desirable  species,  with  well  formed  crowns  and 
as  well  distributed  over  the  area  as  possible."  The  Forest  Commission  would 
be  given  jurisdi  tioi*  wer  enforcement  and  the  authority  to  appoint  one  special 
inspector  per  Congressional  district.  Violations  would  have  entailed  a 
financial  penalty  equal  to  three  times  the  regular  severance  tax.  (Died  on 
floor  of  Senate . ) 

South  Carolina  -  Scientific  Cutting  Practices.  (S.  Cal.  No.  1838.) 
Sought  to  grant  to  the  State  Forestry  Commission  authority  to  mark  and  tally 
trees  growing  on  private  land,  as  a  guide  to  scientific  cutting  practices  on 
the  part  of  the  timber  owner.  The  landowner  would  have  been  required  to  re- 
imburse the  State  at  the  rate  of  10  percent  of  the  stumpage  value  so  marked 
up  to  a  thousand  acres,  and  20  percent  over  a  thousand  acres.  (Passed  House; 
failed  in  Senate.) 

LAND  TENURE 

Mississippi  -  Land  Speculation.  (H.B.  185.)  A  so  called  unearned 
increment  tax  bill,  designed  to  discourage  speculation  in  potential  agricultural 
lands  benefiting  from  public  drainage  enterprises .     Would  have  levied  a  variable 
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excise  tax,  beginning  at  5 0  percent  for  transfers  occurring  within  a  year,  on 
profits  obtained  from  the  sale  of  such  lands.  These  tax  revenues  would  have 
been  earmarked  for  the  reduction  of  the  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  drainage 
district  in  which  the  land  was  situated.      (Died  in  Committee.) 

PLANNING  AND  ZONING 

Kentucky  -  County  Zoning.  (H.B.  3.)  Would  empower  counties  to  adopt 
ordinances  and  resolutions  providing  for  the  zoning  and  regulation  of  "the 
location,  height,  bulk,  and  size  of  buildings  and  other  structures,  the  per- 
centage of  lot  which  may  be  occupied,  the  size  of  yards,  courts  and  other  open 
spaces,  the  density  and  distribution  of  population,  the  use  of  buildings  and 
structures  for  trade,  industry,  residence,  recreation,  public  activities  or 
other  purposes  and  the  use  of  land  for  trade,  industry,  residence,  recreation, 
agriculture,  water  supply  conservation,  soil  conservation,  forestry  or  other 
purposes."     (Died  in  Committee.) 

Kentucky  -  State  Real  Estate  Board.  (H.B.  69  )  Proposed  the  creat ion 
of  a  Kentucky  Real  Estate  Board  to  supervise  the  licensing  of  real  estate 
brokers  and  salesmen.  Cbtaining  license  by  fraud,  making  substantial  mis- 
representations or  false  promises,  acting  for  more  than  one  party  in  a  trans- 
action without  the  knowledge  of  all  parties  concerned,  representing  or  attempt- 
ing to  represent  a  broker  other  than  the  employer  without  the  latter' s  consent, 
or  failure  within  a  reasonable  time  to  account  for  money  which  belongs  to 
others,  would  be  cause  for  revocation  of  licenses 

Louisiana  -  Local  Planning.      (SB.   411, )    This  was  a  very  comprehensive 
bill  entitled  "Standard   (local)  Planning  Enabling  Act,"  cont a ining  34  sect  ions 
broken  up  into  the  following  titles'.      I   -  Municipal  and  parish  planning  and 
planning  commissions.      II       Subdivision  control.      Ill   -  Building  and  mapping 
streets.     IV  -  Regional  planning  and  planning  commissions.     V  -Miscellaneous. 

Mississippi  -  County  Zoning.  (S.B.  268.)  A  county  Zoning  Enabling  Act 
which  would  have  authorized  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  any  county  to  "regulate 
the  use  and  const  ruct  ion  of  buildings,  structures  ,  and  land  for  trade,  industry, 
residence,  recreation,  public  activities  and  other  purposes  with  a  view  to 
conserving  property  values,  including  the  tax  base,  and  encouraging  the  most 
appropriate  use  of  land  in  the  county."  Buildings  and  land  used  or  to  be  used 
for  agricultural  purposes  were,  however,  expressly  excluded  from  regulation. 
(Died  on  floor  of  Senate.) 

PUBLIC  LAND  ADMINISTRATION 

Mississippi  -  State  Land  Policy.  (H.B.  183,  H.B.  1006  and  S.B.  233.) 
Several  bills  were  introduced- -all  versioms  of  a  Land  Policy  Bill- -which  sought 
a  major  revision  in  the  State's  policy  with  respect  to  handling  its  large  areas 
of  tax  forfeited  lands.  In  general,  the  old  effort  to  get  forfeited  lands 
"back  on  the  tax  rolls"  at  any  cost  would  have  been  terminated  in  favor  of  a 
system  under  which  no  such  lands  would  be  disposed  of  except  in  accordance  with 
a  classification  made  by  a  special  Commission.  Lands  found  suitable  for  farm- 
ing purposes  would  have  been  granted  to  low- income  landless  people  virtually 
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free  of  charge,  to  be  occupied  and  used  as  family  farm  homesteads.  Lands  not 
suited  for  agricultural  use  or  development  would  be  reserved  for  forests, 
parks,  game  refuges  and  other  public  land  enterprises.  (H.B.  1006  died  on 
floor  of  House,   and  S.B.   233  on  floor  of  Senate.) 

TAXATION 

Kentucky  -  Mortgage  Exemption.  (H.B.  288.)  Owners  who  have  their  land 
mortgaged  as  of  the  date  when  it  is  assessed  for  taxation,  would  be  eligible 
to  have  the  amount  of  the  mortgage  deducted  from  the  assessed  valuation. 

Mississippi  -  Allocation  of  Severance  Tax.  (H.B.  188.)  Would  have 
created  a  so-called  "conservation  fund"  financed  by  40  percent  of  the  revenues 
obtained  from  a  proposed  eight  percent  severance  tax  on  oil.  This  fund  would 
have  been  earmarked  for  use  in  developing  State  Forests,  parks,  game  refuges, 
etc.      (Failed  in  Committee.) 

Mississippi  -  Tax  Titles.  (H.B.  191.)  Sought  to  provide  a  blanket  %n 
rem  procedure  for  quieting  tax  titles.      (Died  in  Committee.  ) 
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